Message from the Headmaster
“The direction in which education starts a man will determine his future in life.” - Plato
Situated in the beautiful and historic town of Makhanda (Grahamstown) in the Eastern Cape, St Andrew’s College is a unique Anglican
boys’ boarding school that enjoys a very close relationship with our sister school, The Diocesan School for Girls. This unique relationship
between our schools makes Grahamstown the ideal family boarding school environment.
The school provides an outstanding educational experience with a richness to its curriculum that allows boys to grow academically
through the IEB and Cambridge A Level curriculum offerings in an inclusive, supportive environment. With a legacy of over 165 years
we have an incredibly strong sense of tradition anchoring us to the vision and values of our founders. Whilst respecting that heritage,
the school is a distinctly modern, progressive and innovative space where boys are continually challenged to give of their absolute best.
As a leading school in the field of positive education, we work hard to create a space where every boy will be able to find and celebrate his
own unique giftedness, and flourish. We offer a sporting curriculum of the highest standards and a rich cultural and musical experience
- all the time informed by the principles of giving of one’s best, incremental growth, and above all, enjoyment in the moment.
The boys are passionate about their school and their love for College is genuine and noticeable. We work hard at creating an environment
that is free from a sense of entitlement and is lacking in pretension. Our school motto Nec Aspera Terrent - Difficulties Do Not Dismay
Us - is indelibly written into the heart of each boy, and the character traits of tenacity, perseverance and endurance are the hallmark of
a College boy.
St Andrew’s College is an engaged, active and proud South African school. We work in partnership with our community to ensure
that our boys gain an understanding of the complexities of our
country, allowing our school to have relevance in our community.
As a Christian school, all that we do is anchored in and guided by
the teachings of Christ.
As the boys’ boarding school of choice, our intake includes the
Eastern Cape, the rest of South Africa, and the world, including
Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Zambia, the United Kingdom, and
Hong Kong, among others.
An education at St Andrew’s College is a transforming experience.
I believe that there can be few better places for young men to
discover a life of purpose and significance.
Alan Thompson
Headmaster
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Full Time Boarding

Our six full-time Boarding Houses are focused on the
individuality, safety and happiness of each boy. Here,
boys become men: independent, self-disciplined,
compassionate, and tolerant.
Boys need role models to help them grow and develop.
At St Andrew’s College, boys will have a number of
male and female teachers, tutors and coaches who
have different strengths, and each of these educators
makes a significant impression on the lives of the boys
in their care.
It is through the deeply embedded House system at
College that boys realise the rewards of adult trust, the
rich gift of friendship, and the joy of self-actualisation
in the security of a caring environment. A deep sense
of belonging and identity is forged that reaches far
beyond their school years. This is reflected in College’s
active base of over 7000 Old Andreans worldwide,
whose depth of friendship and personal loyalty is
remarkable.
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Academic and Intellectual Development
Exceptional education opens up a world of opportunity.
St Andrew’s College is the only school that has a dedicated
Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford University as well as the
Douglas Smith Scholarship to Cambridge University.
The unique co-ordinate model with the Diocesan School for
Girls allows for individual attention in small classes and an
exceptionally diverse choice of subjects within three main
disciplines – the Humanities, Arts and Sciences.
The Humanities are an important dimension of the
curriculum, and include, Classical Civilisations, Life
Orientation, History and Geography.
The boys are exposed to a variety of languages. Mandarin
and French assist them in the Global Village, and Afrikaans,
isiXhosa and English equip them to contribute effectively to
the social fabric of South Africa. St Andrew’s College is the
only English-medium IEB school in the Eastern Cape to offer
Afrikaans Home Language.
Within the discipline of the Arts, boys develop emotional
vocabulary by expressing themselves through Visual Arts,
Drama, Dance and Music. The DR Wynne Music School offers
top quality tuition in all the orchestral and contemporary
instruments as well as voice.
The Sciences are fundamental to technological development
in South Africa. A Director of Mathematics heads up a dynamic
Mathematics Centre which provides support to the boys
every afternoon. Physical Science, Life Science, Information
Technology and the Commercial sciences, Accounting and

St Andrew’s College

Business Studies, are all cutting edge departments which
prepare the boys for careers in business and industry. The
state of the art Arthur Cotton Design Centre is a leader in its
field in South Africa offering Matric courses in Architectural,
Fashion and Product design.
The newly renovated Norton classrooms, Spencer Chapman
Science Laboratories, and Cawse Library offer world class
facilities in which learning and teaching takes place.
The highly qualified, committed and motivated staff,
who are largely resident on campus, are assigned tutor
groups of 15 boys within each House, and in this way their
academic progress is carefully monitored and supported.
This personal attention from staff affords each boy the best
possible learning environment.
As an independent school, St Andrew’s College writes the
Independent Examinations Board (IEB) Matric exams. It is
an examination which is internationally recognised and
which assesses pupils’ critical thought and ability to express
oneself logically and expressively.
The College staff are highly regarded by the IEB and seven
staff members are examiners for the IEB in English, Design,
Visual Arts, Afrikaans Home Language, Life Sciences,
Mandarin and Mathematics.
The Cambridge A Level qualification is also offered as a
separate stream in Grade 11 and 12, and is a wonderful
opportunity for children to extend themselves academically,
and for those who wish to gain access to international
universities.

Culture
South Africa cannot afford to have young men moving
into leadership positions who have not been touched
and enriched by the most important insights into our
humanity that the Arts have bequeathed to us over the
past four thousand years.
At St Andrew’s College, the cultural, artistic and extramural activities:
• feed each boy’s spirit and his need to make personal
sense of the human condition,
• develop each boy’s talents, self-knowledge and
confidence to the fullest possible extent,
• enrich their understanding of human expression and
their emotional vocabulary,
• foster discipline and excellence in an environment of
non-competitive teamwork,
• provide opportunities to experience the elation that
accompanies the act of outstanding artistic creation.
St Andrew’s College offers a diverse and eclectic range of
activities.
Music
Music is central to the cultural life of College. It is high
profile, of world class quality with an extremely high level
of participation. On one level, Music is a fun “language”
that everyone can learn to “speak”, but at the same time
the rigorous pursuit of excellence is cherished. Pupils of
the DR Wynne Music School will experience teaching
that is both excellent and innovative. They will perform in
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ensembles that are of the very best at school level in South
Africa and the rest of the world. The ensembles include
the Chamber Choir, Chapel Choir, Rock Band, Marimba
group, Pipe Band, String Ensemble, Contemporary Band
and Wind Orchestra.
Community Service
Education is not just for self. Service is a vital part of the
Andrean ethos. Our young men are expected to enrich
the world even before they enter it as adults. The main,
multi-faceted community service programme includes
the national President’s Award, First Aid, and Community
Engagement, all of which encourage young men to
develop themselves through various forms of service to
others.
General Interest Clubs
School Clubs encourage forward thinking. Boys can
participate in Chess, Cooking Club, Copernicans,
Debating, Design and Technology, Dramatic Society,
Film Club, Entrepreneurship Club, Student Christian
Association, and X-Art.
Closed Societies
Then there are the Closed Societies: Astronomer’s, Cornish,
Speakers and Alchemist’s, which the top academics in
science, poetry, oratory and philosophy are invited to join.
These societies stretch the boys’ in-depth knowledge in
fields that interest them through researching, presenting
papers and discussion.
Exploration
Outdoor activities are organised on availability and
demand, and include Cycling, Salt Water Angling, Fresh
Water Angling, Fly-fishing, Scuba diving, and Surfing.

Spiritual
PASTORAL CARE
Boys can only thrive if they feel valued and secure. St
Andrew’s College has introduced The Centre, a place where
six dedicated staff members help boys deal with problems.
Our Educational Psychologist, San Sister, School Chaplain,
Counsellor and Head of Student Affairs meet weekly with
boys who need assistance in any area of their lives.
Pastoral care means every child is visible and valuable to
us. What young men learn in and out of the classroom is
based on set structures about responsible conduct (against
harassment, drugs and bullying), individuality and equal
opportunity. In this way, they come to believe in themselves,
to be confident and unafraid of change and to find the
courage to lead.
SPIRITUALITY
As a Christian school, the spirituality of the boys and staff
is a key priority of the school. The Chaplain’s main role is to
present and demonstrate the Christian faith and to keep the
Christian faith at the centre of the school’s life.
The Chaplain is always available to support, guide and
counsel the boys and staff from the Word of God, in the
ways of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Chapel is at the centre and
heart of the school’s spiritual life. It is a safe place for both
boys and staff to experience and encounter the love of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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A Unique Family of Three Schools
St Andrew’s Preparatory School, the Diocesan School
for Girls and St Andrew’s College, nurture boys and girls
from pre-primary through to adulthood in a unique coordinate model of education.
St Andrew’s Preparatory classes are co-educational
from Grade 000 to Grade 3. From Grade 4, girls move
to the DSG for the duration of their schooling, and
boys remain at Prep, allowing for the differential
development path of girls and boys. Boys move from
Prep to College in Grade 8.
From Grade 10 to 12, College boys and DSG girls
once again have academic lessons together, and also
collaborate in cultural and social activities. The sports
programmes of the boys and girls are largely run
separately.
St Andrew’s College is first and foremost a boys’ school.
The academic and extra-mural curricula capture the
interests, and meet the individual needs, of our boys
at each stage of their growth and development. Our
facilities, resources, programmes and teachers all
create a fertile environment for maturing young men
to flourish.
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Outdoor Education

In an age of computers, virtual reality, electronic social
networking, disposable materialism, the quick fix, and the
couch-potato society, the Outdoor Education programme
restores those old, wholesome values of adventure,
appreciation for nature, self-discovery, and physical and
mental challenges. The boys are released from their comfort
zones into the beautiful, pristine wilds of the Eastern Cape
where they learn from the environment, experience new
sensations and meet new people.
The Grade 8 Group have typically enjoyed two outdoor
camps. One at the end of the first term which serves as
a good opportunity for them to reflect on their time at
College, foster new relationships and to learn some outdoor
skills, whilst the second is at the end of the year and serves
as a good rite of passage as they move into Grade 9.
The Grade 9s hike out to our Khula Bush Camp, situated some
15km out of town on the farm of the White family (OAs). This
happens at the end of their year and involves team-building,
problem-solving tasks, cooking for themselves and living
close to nature.
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The John Jones Fish River Journey is our iconic, flagship
experience. It is a rite of passage. The College boys and the
DSG girls in Grade 10 experience an epic 21 day adventure,
involving canoeing, hiking, running and cycling, which
begins at the source of the Great Fish River in the Nardousberg
north of Graaff-Reinet and culminates at the mouth of the
river near Port Alfred, some 600km later. This great river was
an historical Frontier boundary that witnessed gruesome
violence and strife. Now it is the life-source for hundreds
of young journeys of personal growth and perseverance.
Each group engages with the communities along the way,
experiences tented life and camp-cooking, and encounters
animals, both dangerous and beautiful. They are pushed
to the limits, physically and mentally, and are challenged
by the follies of nature but, ultimately, they have fun and
accumulate fond, life-long memories.
The Grade 11 Group are involved in a leadership orientated
programme run in conjunction with the Quest Adventure
School in the Alexandria area near the coast. They will have
an opportunity to reflect on their College journey and to
start looking ahead to their time as the senior group at the
College and beyond.

World Class Facilities

Project #AcademicExcellence saw the complete
renovation of our academic facilities into world class,
flexible, versatile, 21st century spaces for teaching and
learning. The science laboratories are state-of-the-art
spaces for theoretical sciences and their experimental
and practical applications.
The Cawse Library and Centre for Reading, Learning and
Innovation has been transformed into a flexible space
for boys to create, study, read, and generate community
engagement projects.
The magnificent three-levelled Design and Technology
Centre was the first of its kind in South Africa. The
studios are a hive of activity with projects ranging from
architecture and interior design to fashion and jewellery
design, electronics, robotics and technological and
product design.
Mathematics is a vital component of abstract and
practical reasoning, yet it is not always an easy subject to
grasp. For this reason, St Andrew’s College has introduced
the Mathematics Centre. Set in a relaxed, colourful and
practical environment, with every tool necessary for
understanding the language of Mathematics, the Centre
is a welcoming place which removes the mental blocks so
often associated with the subject.
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There is a strong emphasis on visual and performing arts.
Drama and Music productions range from classical period
productions and Shakespearean plays to bold musicals.
The Cornish Visual Arts Centre is a versatile building
that makes provision for all forms of artistic expression,
including sculpture, ceramics, and digital media.
The DR Wynne Music School places a strong emphasis
on participation in ensembles, which include the Wind
Orchestra, Contemporary Band, String Ensemble, the
Chapel Choirs and the Chamber Choir. The Music School
hosts the Annual National Jazz Festival and boasts a
Sound Production laboratory and recording studio,
providing hands-on training for budding composers and
sound engineers.
The St Andrew’s College Pipe Band, the oldest school pipe
band in the country, is an inextricable part of our proud
heritage.

Sport
Participation in sport gives boys an opportunity to be
competitive. It is important that sportsmen discover that
hard work yields rewards, and that being part of a team
enriches their lives. The boys learn to face challenges,
overcome obstacles, accept judgement, manage the
disappointment of defeat and share the exhilaration of
victory.
With excellent coaching, our boys show tremendous
growth in both the required skills but also in confidence
and self-esteem. It is quite remarkable to watch these
young men develop in this way. Boys have access to
provincial and national recognition at schoolboy level.
Many have gone on to become well-known sporting
personalities. Competitive team sport at boys’ schools
forges lifelong friendships.
A wide variety of summer sport is offered: these include
cricket, rowing, water polo, basketball and swimming.
Winter sports include rugby and hockey. In the spring,
boys participate in football and athletics. In addition,
all-year-round sports include archery, Olympic air rifle
shooting, cross country, squash, golf and tennis. As always,
the emphasis is on balance and fulfilment.
We participate in derby day fixtures, as well as tournaments
and festivals both locally and around the country. The
emphasis is on a holistic approach to developing boys
who will be confident and productive members of society,
through sport.
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Scholarships and Bursaries
SCHOLARSHIPS
A number of academic scholarships are available to boys
entering Grade 8, including the prestigious Boxer Scholarship
and William Philip Scholarship, which, through the generosity
of Old Andreans, are awarded annually to two outstanding allrounders.
The Rhodes Scholarships were instituted in 1903, giving St
Andrew’s College and DSG the privilege of being able to send a
top achiever to Oxford University each year.
St Andrew’s College is also uniquely able to offer the Douglas
Smith Scholarship to Cambridge University; a generous gift
from cricket professional and long-standing staff member,
Douglas Smith.
BURSARIES
Needs-based financial aid is available to qualifying pupils. The
Bursary Committee takes into consideration the boy’s potential
to make a contribution to the life of the school and the financial
position of parents.
No entrance exam or application fee is required when making
application to College, and we encourage you to return the
application forms to us as early as possible.
Please contact the Admissions Department via email:
admissions@sacschool.com or call us: +27 46 603 2300, Fax +27
46 603 2354.
We warmly invite you to visit us on the St Andrew’s College
campus to see our unique philosophy in action.
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