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St Andrew’s College

Message from the Headmaster
‘The direction in which education starts a man will determine his future in life.’ (Plato)
Situated in the beautiful and historic town of Grahamstown in the Eastern Cape, St Andrew’s College (founded in 1855) is
a unique Anglican boys’ boarding school that enjoys a very close relationship with our sister school, the Diocesan School
for Girls. This unique relationship between our schools makes Grahamstown the ideal family boarding school environment.
The school provides an outstanding educational experience with a richness to its
curriculum that allows boys to flourish and discover their own unique giftedness.
Having celebrated our 160th anniversary we have an incredibly strong sense of tradition
anchoring us to the vision and values of our founders. Whilst respecting that heritage,
the school is a distinctly modern, progressive and innovative space where boys are
continually challenged to give of their absolute best. Because ‘good enough’ is simply not
good enough.
The boys are passionate about their school and their love for St Andrew’s College is
genuine and noticeable. We work hard at creating an environment that is free from a
sense entitlement and is lacking in pretension. Our school motto Nec Aspera
Terrent - Difficulties Do Not Dismay Us - is indelibly written into the heart of each boy,
and the character traits of tenacity, perseverance and endurance are the hallmark of a St
Andrew’s College boy.
St Andrew’s College is an engaged, active and proud South African school. We work in
partnership with our community to ensure that our boys gain an understanding of the
complexities of our country, allowing our school to have relevance in our community. As
a Christian school, all that we do is anchored in and guided by the teachings of Christ.
As the boys’ boarding school of choice, our intake includes the Eastern Cape, the rest of South Africa, and the world, including
Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Zambia, the United Kingdom, and Hong Kong, amongst others.
An education at St Andrew’s College is a transforming experience. I believe that there can be few better
places for young men to discover a life of purpose and significance.
Alan Thompson
a.thompson@sacschool.com
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Academic and Intellectual
Development World class facilities
Exceptional education opens up a world of opportunity. St Andrew’s College is the only school that has a dedicated Rhodes Scholarship
to Oxford University as well as the Douglas Smith Scholarship to Cambridge University.
Academic excellence is our core business. Central to our task of developing individuals of strong character is the creation of an
environment wherein they may flourish and create opportunities for themselves in an increasingly complex and competitive world.
Academic excellence is facilitated by an enabling classroom environment, state-of-the-art facilities and full access to modern
technology. The completed #AcademicExcellence project transformed our classrooms into ultra-modern, technologically-enabled,
multi-use facilities which match those of leading schools throughout the world.
We offer a wide range of IEB Subjects as well as the Cambridge International A Levels qualification.
The Sciences are fundamental to technological development in South Africa. A Director of Mathematics heads up a dynamic
Mathematics Centre which provides support to the boys every afternoon. Physical Science, Life Science, Information Technology and
the commercial sciences, Accounting and Business Studies, are all cutting edge departments which prepare the boys for careers in
business and industry. The state-of-the-art Arthur Cotton Design & Technology Centre is a leader in its field in South Africa offering
Matric courses in Architectural, Fashion and Product design.
In the field of the Humanities, which includes Classical Civilisations, Life Orientation, History and Geography, the Languages are an
important focus: the boys are exposed to Mandarin and French to assist them in the global village, and Afrikaans, lsiXhosa and English
to equip them to contribute effectively to the social fabric of South Africa. St Andrew’s College is the only English medium IEB school
in the Eastern Cape to offer Afrikaans Home Language.
Within the discipline of the Arts, boys develop emotional vocabulary by expressing themselves through Visual Arts, Drama, Dance and
Music. The DR Wynne Music School offers top quality tuition in all the orchestral and contemporary instruments, as well as voice. The
College Pipe Band, the oldest school pipe band in the country, is an inextricable part of our proud heritage.
The unique co-instructional model with the Diocesan School for Girls allows for individual attention in small classes and an exceptionally
diverse choice of subjects within three main disciplines - the Humanities, Arts and Sciences.
The highly qualified, committed and motivated staff, who are largely resident on campus, are assigned tutor groups of 15 boys within
each House, and in this way their academic progress is carefully monitored and supported. This personal attention from staff affords
each boy the best possible learning environment.

Culture
St Andrew’s College enjoys
the annual John Axe Arts
Festival where College
and the DSG showcase
their art, poetry, music
and drama. School Clubs
encourage forward thinking.
Boys can participate in
Debating, Current Affairs,
Sport Coaching, Chess,
Copernicans, Student
Christian Association and
First Aid. In addition there
are the Closed Societies Astronomers, Cornish and
Alchemists - to which the top
academics in science, poetry
and philosophy are invited.

A unique family of three schools
Our three schools, St Andrew’s
Preparatory School, the Diocesan
School for Girls and St Andrew’s College,
nurture children from pre-primary age
through to adulthood. St Andrew’s Prep
classes are co-instructional from Grade
000 to Grade 3. From Grade 4, girls
move across to the DSG for the duration
of their schooling and boys remain
at Prep, allowing for the differential
development path of girls and boys. At
the beginning of Grade 8, boys move
from Prep to mature as young men at
St Andrew’s College. From Grade 10
upwards, College boys and DSG girls
collaborate, providing a largely coinstructional environment for many
academic, cultural and social activities.

Full time boarding
Our six full-time Boarding Houses are
focused on the individuality, safety and
happiness of each person. Here, boys
become men who are independent,
self-disciplined and tolerant of others.
While boarding at College, boys realise
the rewards of adult trust, the rich
gift of friendship and the promise of
security. Boarding school alumni are
generally very enthusiastic and proud
of their boarding school alma maters.
The traditions and history behind St
Andrew’s College drives the character
of the school, and influences every boy
who comes here. The shared experience
of this tradition and history creates a
strong network of people and a feeling
of community that lasts for life.

Community Engagement
Education is not just for self.
Service is a vital part of the
Andrean ethos. Our young
men are expected to enrich
the world even before they
enter it as adults. The multifaceted national President’s
Award programme
encourages our young men
to develop themselves
through various forms of
service to others.

Pastoral care and Spirituality

Boys can only thrive if they feel valued and secure. Pastoral
care means every child is visible and valuable to us. What
young men learn in and out of the classroom is based on set
structures about responsible conduct (against harassment,
drugs and bullying), individuality and equal opportunity. In
this way, they come to believe in themselves, to be confident
and unafraid of change and to find the courage to lead.
Spirituality, service and life skills are integral to life at St
Andrew’s College. The School Chaplain supports the boys
by providing guidance, support and wisdom through the
teachings of Christ. The Chapel is the spiritual centre of the
school. For many boys and staff members, it is a place of
welcome solitude and the Chapel services are a time for
peaceful reflection.

Sport and Outdoor Education
Participation in sport gives boys an
opportunity to be competitive. It is important
that sportsmen discover that hard work
yields rewards, and that being part of a
team enriches their lives. The boys learn to
face challenges, overcome obstacles, accept
judgement, manage the disappointment of
defeat and share the exhilaration of victory.
With excellent coaching and conditioning, our
pupils regularly gain provincial and national
recognition at schoolboy level. Many have
gone on to become well-known sporting
personalities. Competitive team sport at boys’
schools forges lifelong friendships. A wide
variety of summer sport is offered: cricket,
rowing, water polo, basketball and swimming.
Winter sports include rugby and hockey. In
the Spring, boys participate in athletics. In
addition, optional sports include archery,
Olympic air rifle shooting, cross country, squash, golf and
tennis. As always, the emphasis is on balance and fulfillment.
In an age of technology, virtual reality, social networking,
disposable materialism, the quick fix, and the couch- potato
society, our Outdoor Education programme restores those
old, wholesome values of adventure, appreciation for nature,
self-discovery, and physical and mental challenges. The boys
are released from their comfort zones into the beautiful,
pristine wilds of the Eastern Cape where they learn from the
environment, experience new sensations, meet new people
and embrace new frontiers, both personal and natural.
The John Jones Fish River Journey is our iconic, flagship
experience. It is a rite of passage. The College boys and the
DSG girls in Grade 10 experience an epic 21 day adventure,
involving canoeing, hiking, running and cycling, which begins
at the source of the Great Fish River near Graaff-Reinet and
culminates at the mouth of the river near Port Alfred. They are
pushed physically and mentally, and are challenged by the
follies of nature but, ultimately, they have fun and accumulate
fond, life-long memories.
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“My years at College were the best years of my life and I feel spiritually blessed. I took on values
that will be with me for a lifetime. Education is a lifelong gift. At the end of the day, I cannot think of
many things more worthwhile than that.”
Peter Oliver - Old Andrean (Graham House, 1966)
“St Andrew’s College shaped me. It gave me friends for life. It gave me a Rhodes Scholarship. It
changed my life.”
Jacko Maree - Head Boy, Rhodes Scholar and Chairman of the St Andrew’s College Council
(Upper House, 1973)

“The pupils and staff went out of their way to make me feel at home and I ended up having a family
of my own. The ladies who work in the canteen become like my mothers. I used to call them ‘mama’.”
Sanele Mboto - Deputy Head Boy (Armstrong House, 2018)
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You learn more about yourself

History, tradition and friendships for life

“The will to win is a matter of training. The manner of winning is a matter of honour.”
Axel Ohlsson - former St Andrew’s College Master and Old Andrean (Armstrong House, 1951)

