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ST ANDREW’S

COLLEGE
NEWSLETTER

Dear Andrean Community
Assembly Reading: Psalm 23 – by our Culture and
Ceremonies Portfolio Prefect, Ben Terry
Living from the inside out
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Exactly 20 years ago we lived in Juneau, the capital
of Alaska. We were newly married and going on the
adventure of a lifetime. Glaciers, black bears and, even
more scary, brown bears in your back yard, king crab
pot hunting, self-caught salmon as a staple diet, living
in the fjords, the Northern Lights watching over us and
whales literally singing us to sleep every night. Except, I
was miserable. We lived 20 miles out of town, knew no-

one, apart from our host, and my husband was working
… all the time.
I spent my days walking the neighbour’s dog through
the temperate rainforest and foraging the library for
forgotten novels.
And then I joined a choir.
The Juneau Bach Society was preparing for a
commemorative performance marking the 9/11
attacks the year before. We were going to sing the Fauré
Requiem. To my dismay, I didn’t know it well, but since
we had no TV and only two extremely conservative AM
radio stations as entertainment, I listened to a recording
of this music day and night.

Honour • Integrity • Humility • Empathy • Courage

However, nothing prepared me for the thrill of singing But I soon found that it was also my story and my losses
and hopes and dreams that it was all about.
it.
Being an alto means that you never sing the ‘main part’
– you only get to shine for a few intro bars here and
there. It’s like being the outside centre who always
passes the ball to the wing scoring the try. But we all
know it is eventually about something far greater than
ourselves. I want the basses to get that difficult passage
just right and when the sopranos are late on their entry,
everyone feels anxious because we want the soloists to
feel secure when they take over and … everything we
In assembly I played a recording of the Introit (here from have worked on for months must be just perfect.
1:00 – 2:37) of our first performance on 14 September
2002 – exactly 20 years (minus one day) ago. I know And then my parents came to visit, arriving at our last
choral singing is not everybody’s favourite genre, but rehearsal.
these moments, captured here, are probably one of the
You have to remember, I’m an adult and I had lived apart
highlights of my life.
from them for at least ten years by now. I was suddenly a
So what is so special about singing in a choir?
wreck, because I could only care about what they think.
Apart from having to hitch lifts through the snow with What is the balance like? Can you hear the tenors in the
complete strangers and their dog … and one week finale? Are the alto’s too loud in the ‘Libera Me’? My dad
later being part of an instant family … it is the music passed away in December last year. He was an engineer
and doing it right that captures your heart. Me, being who learnt all of the periodic table off by heart in his
the only non-American there, found it to be somewhat spare time. He also taught me how to love the arts.
of an estrangement. Despite the profound effect the Music, fine art, drama, even opera, and the wonders of
bombing of the Twin Towers had on the rest of the knowing nature. He was a decent pianist and sang in
world, it was their story, their pain and loss, that they a men’s choir long into the last months of his illness.
To me, as a performer and writer, he was forever my
were singing out.
biggest critic and most avid supporter.
A bunch of university professors, school teachers,
cannery workers, fishermen and snow ploughing low
lives created this:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zqoztX4u9A
(Please note that the clip here is a recording of The
Maria Magdalena Chamber Choir and not from the
Juneau Bach Society since our performances are sadly
not available online.)
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Why am I sharing all this with you?
We all find ourselves in spaces where we seem to
have everything the world has to offer and we are still
miserable. We hopefully find something that can give
us a foothold or a place that we can belong, even if we
don’t quite fit. We care about what we do and those
we share that with. It matters how well we perform
because we have worked incredibly hard for it. We care
deeply about our support base and how they respond.

formulas. We are taught life skills, driving skills, cooking
skills, exam writing skills…
At the end of the day, the arts give us a way to live from
the inside … out.
In conversation with Rev Rich last week he was talking
about the one thing we truly share with God. Creativity
– that is how we live in his image.

During our portfolio prefect interviews last week, Truly living from the inside out…
one of you asked me what my vision is for culture at St
Andrew’s College. I thought it might be worth sharing It is John Axe Arts Week – be gracious, be generous
it with all of you:
and know that your performance as an audience
member will be the judge of your character. Pitching up
I want every boy at our school to experience the joy of is key. Every performer makes themselves vulnerable
creating something for others to enjoy – whether you for judgment, but please know that they are their own
are turning the pages for a pianist, doing backstage most viscous critic – you don’t need to play that role.
work for a house play, painting a mural, performing
Woza Albert or a Bach cello suite. I want every boy to And if you are performing, know that you are a little
sing every day – and not only in the shower.
closer to heaven with every brush stroke, note or word
you have on offer.
The arts force us to engage with our world critically and
with imagination, to make others see that same world The arts connect your body and your brain to your soul
differently and, I believe, this is crucial in us finding and to your heart. Now that, to me, is living.
solutions to the global, national and personal problems
we face.
Yours sincerely
So much of our lives is about living from the outside in. Ms Maretha Potgieter
We get taught how to conjugate verbs, how to derive Director of Culture and Ceremonies
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Chess Tournament

On Saturday 10 September a chess tournament including
five different schools from the surrounding area of Makana
was hosted by Hoërskool PJ Olivier.
Over forty individual players took part in the tournament.
After five rounds of play, and some positive chess from
our players, all seven St Andrew’s players ranked in the top
fifteen.
Special mention is made of Khenkethile Marr and Dylan
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Heurlin, who were the only two players to win every single
game, making them the top two players in the area.
A follow-up knock-out tournament is scheduled to decide
their placement.
Well done to all the chess players.
Mr Andrew Stuart-Watson
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Eastern Cape Debating
Alex Hutton and Elijah Sejjaaka represented St Andrews
College as part of the Rini Debate League Team at the recent
Eastern Cape Provincial Championships in Gqeberha this
past weekend (9-11 September 2022).

Round 2
Motion: This House Would ban all research and development
into the enhancement of deepfake technology.
RDL-A vs Pearson High school (Win)

This RDL A- team, consisting of Alex Hutton, Elijah Sejjaaka,
Anne Cuthbert and Estelle Minas (of Diocesan School for
Girls) competed against the best debating schools in the
province and emerged as the best ranked team.

Round 3
Motion: This House Would ban video games in which the
player engages in brutal and immoral violence in a realistic
setting.
RDL-A vs Stirling High School (Win)

The weekend consisted of 5 preliminary debates and 2
elimination rounds, all of which were on a diverse range of
engaging and topical motions. The team won 4 out of the 5
preliminary debates, beating schools: Stirling, Pearson, Holy
Cross and Khanyisa High school.
Nearer to the end, the team unfortunately lost the semifinal on a nail-biting margin, that is a 2-1 split in favour of
team Stirling. Special Mention goes out to Alex Hutton who
ranked as the 5th best speaker in the Eastern Cape out of
a group of 54 debaters across the province. While Elijah
Sejjaaka ranked 31st position.
The boys continue to show immense potential and skill in
debating and should be proud to represent the Makhanda
League in debating.
Round 1
Motion: This House believes that the feminist movement
should support the narrative that “beauty does not matter”
over the narrative that “all bodies are beautiful”.
Khanyisa High School vs RDL-A (Win)
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Round 4
Motion: This House Believes That current members of the AU
should adopt “Swiss Neutrality” as foreign policy for the full
duration of the war in Ukraine.
Holy Cross High School vs RDL-A (Win)
Round 5
Motion: This House Regrets the media focus on the personal
lives of politicians
Queens College vs RDL-A (Loss)
Semi-Finals
Motion: In areas with high crime, This House Would pay
gangs in return for reductions in violent crime within the
areas they control.
RDL-A vs Stirling High School (Loss)
FINAL ROUND
Motion: This House Opposes the popularization of “therapy
speak”
Ms Nomkhitha Minya
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Marine Sciences Field trip

The Marine Science Grade 10 class went to sea in near perfect
conditions with Nelson Mandela researcher Mr Travis Smit
on Wednesday 14 September.

We made oceanographic observations around the St Croix
islands, encountering a pod of dolphins, herding prey fish
against one of the islands, endangered African Penguins
feeding in small flocks, as well as their rookeries with
moulting young.
We returned to their campus, went through their very
impressive teaching aquarium with outstanding examples
of corals, anemones and bryozoans, and had a session on the
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preparation and identification of fish larvae with Prof Nadine
Strydom, an international expert on early stage fish life. We
followed this with a visit to the South African Environmental
Observation Network’s Gqebera research base, with visits
and explanations of the diving decompression chamber,
microchemical monitoring laboratory, where the process
of metal identification by x-ray excitation profile was
explained and demonstrated, and were shown the tethered
and untethered biological and oceanographic sampling
equipment.
Mr Tim Barnard
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John Axe Art Week

St Andrew’s College and DSG are delighted to be celebrating
JAAW (the John Axe Arts Week) in person again. The
celebration of the arts began on Monday with a Lunchtime
concert: Viola & Cello – Corneli Rocher and Ben Terry. The

John Axe Art Week continues until Sunday, 25 September.
Follow the link to the programme: https://bit.ly/JAAW22
Ms Maretha Potgieter

Lunchtime Concert: Corneli Rocher & Ben Terry

The John Axe Arts Week kicked off on Monday at 13h30 with
outstanding performances by Corneli Rocher on viola and
Ben Terry on cello.
Corneli performed the complete Telemann Viola Concerto
accompanied by Mrs Rocher on piano and Ben playing the
basso continuo on his cello.
This was followed by Duo No 1 for Cello and Viola by the
Czech composer Roman Haas. It has five movements, with
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varying moods and styles, ranging from forlorn themes to
boisterous and syncopated parts. Some of the movements
are extremely demanding, but Corneli and Ben have risen to
the occasion with their excellent technique, musicality and
superb ensemble playing.
The two musicians held their audience spellbound
throughout, and the warm applause with “bravo’s” in
between were well deserved.
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Matric Music Recital

The Matric Music Recital took place on Wednesday evening,
featuring outstanding performances by Aidan Reynolds on
flute, Ben Terry on cello, John Marshall and Gabriel Baynes
on classical voice, and Sive Sogoni on jazz voice and piano.
They all performed works that they have prepared for their
IEB Subject Music Final practical exams which take place on
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26 and 27 September, and we were treated to a wonderful
variety of genres and an exceptionally high standard of
performance. The Music School auditorium was packed to
capacity with a very appreciative audience.
Ms Belinda De Villiers
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St Andrew’s
College
Balloon Week

St Andrew’s College

30 September to
4 October 2022

Friday 30 September
Grade 12 Breakfast / Brunch with DSG (Lowlander)

09h00

Matric pupils only

Matric Final Assembly (Centenary Hall)

12h00

Pupils only

OA Induction at Andrean Resource Centre (ARC)

12h45

Matric pupils only

OA Luncheon (Highlander)

13h00

Matric pupils only

Interhouse Athletics Relays (Lower)

14h30

All welcome

Saturday 1 October
Parent - Teacher meetings (Centenary Hall, Drill Hall)

08h00 - 11h00

Parents to book online on the Parent
Portal, once bookings open

Interhouse Basketball (Basketball Courts)

08h30

All welcome

Cricket vs Kingswood

09h30

All welcome

Cricket U15A Grey High School Festival (H)

09h30

All welcome

Shooting Finals (Lightfoot Range)

10h00

All welcome

Valedictory Service for Grade 12 Boys and their Parents (Chapel)

18h00

RSVP - Housemaster’s invitation

House Suppers (Clapham Jubilee Hall)

19h00

RSVP - Housemaster’s invitation

Headmaster’s Cocktail Function for Grade 8 - 11 Parents (Crossways)

19h00

RSVP - Foundation Office invite

Cricket U15A Grey High School Festival (H)

09h30

All welcome

Prize Giving Rehearsal (Monument)

10h00

All prize winners

Music Rehearsal (Monument)

12h00

Participating musicians

Opening of Art and Design Exhibitions (Cornish Visual Arts Centre
and Arthur Cotton D&T Centre)

16h00

All welcome, no RSVP

Confirmation (Chapel)

18h00

By invitation only

Matric Final Speakers’ Dinner

19h00

By invitation only

Cricket U15A Grey High School Festival (H)

09h30

All welcome

St Andrew’s College Speech Day (Monument)

14h00

All welcome, no RSVP

Retreat Ceremony (Lower)

17h00

All welcome, no RSVP

Housemaster drinks for Parents in Houses

18h00

RSVP - Housemaster’s invitation

Interhouse Athletics (Lower)

08h00

All welcome

Cricket U15A Grey High School Festival (H)

09h30

All welcome

Sunday 2 October

Monday 3 October

Tuesday 4 October

Half Term begins

12h00
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SPORT

First Choice 7s Rugby Invitational

CHAMPIONS

Rugby Sevens
The St Andrew’s College Sevens 1st team took part in the
Nico Malan First Choice Invitational tournament this past
weekend. The players put on a brilliant display of skill playing
one of the most attractive styles of play on the day beating
Despatch 31- 7 in the first game.
Drifting away from structure in the first half of the second
game against a very skillful NoordKaap left the team at a
14-0 deficit to climb out of that was just too much, resulting
in the only loss for the side 21-19.
The Cup quarter final against the host school Nico Malan
was an incredible performance from the team with a clinical
24-0 win.
This gave us the opportunity to learn from our mistakes
and play another game against Noordkaap who were in
outstanding form in the Cup semifinal and were leading
14-0 at half time. The College side capitalised early in the
second half to take the score to 14-7 and managed to keep
the majority of the game in Noordkaap’s half of the field
before going into the last 3 min of the game 14-12 down
with a final score of 14-19 to St Andrew’s College, granting
them entry into the final against a very formidable Paarl Boys
High school that were unbeaten at the festival and previous
tournament winners since 2019.
Despite putting together the most cohesive team
performances and playing one of the most attractive styles
of 7s on the day we were still considered the underdogs
against a star-studded Paarl Boys High who scored an
unconverted try off their own kickoff in the first 30 seconds
of the final.
The College team did not back down from the challenge as
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they played an almost perfect game, starving the opposition
of possession going into half time 12-5 up on the score
board and 6-0 up in the penalty count.
College scored and converted in the first minute of the
second half to lead 19-5 and continued to starve Paarl Boys
of the ball, going on to lead 26-5 before Paarl Boys got the
ball back and scored under the poles taking it to 26-12. St
Andrew’s managed to keep possession until the end of the
game, frustrating the opposition as the score line remained
the same, but the penalty count was 12-0 in our favor
which was testament to the team’s incredible discipline and
making them the well deserved Champions of the festival.
Congratulations to the team:
Aidan Jarvis
Murray Wilson
Daniel Hickey
Matthew Russell
Nick Jones
Nick Lane
Sinjhun Cawse
Joe Bennie
Karabo van Heerden
Nick Hall
Sintu Mjali (Vice-Captain)
Luke Rowley (Captain)
Thank you to the team and staff for making it possible for
me to start Sevens at St Andrew’s College. Special thanks to
Mr Posthumus and Mr King for giving up their time, energy,
efforts and sharing their expertise in the game of sevens.
Mr Laurence Christie
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Shooting vs Grey

The annual grey match took place at the Lightfoot Range on
Saturday in near- perfect weather conditions.
The College team, consisting of Kevin Campbell, Timothy
Nasasira and Julius Rocher produced good scores to take
the match by 205 points.
My thanks to: Mr Jonathan Campbell who scored and
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tabulated the targets; to Mr and Mrs Campbell who
sponsored water and cokes for boys and visitors; to Ms
Shannon Porter and her team for the excellent tea in the
Norton Common Room; and to parents and staff who
supported the event.
Mrs Pepe Morton
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Interhouse Cross-Country Final
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Weekend Football

The St Andrew’s College Football Club hosted Centre of
Excellence, Strelitzia High School and Makana Rhini United
in 8 football fixtures this weekend.
The Club seemed more focussed and fitter this week, the
cross-country runs prior to their matches added significant
value to the overall fitness levels of the boys. All the teams
played with great intensity and pace.
The Junior teams played with great confidence and flair and
produced some lovely results.
Generally, the Senior teams created multiple opportunities,
but battled to execute in front of goal. Nonetheless, the 1st
Team put on an absolutely brilliant performance and ended
the day with an outstanding 4-0 win over a skilful and well-
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coached Centre of Excellence team.
Special mentions must be made of the resilient U14B team
who came back magnificently in a tough fixture versus the
Strelitzia 1st girls’ team; the brilliant team performance
by the U15A team coached by Mila Mzamane and Taine
Hartzenberg; the spectacular goal by Aphindile Ngcuka to
get his U16A team back into the game, and the relentless
finishing by Mila Mzamane and Zan Jonah who scored two
goals each for the 1st XI.
Thank you to everyone who made a special day of football
possible. We look forward to hosting Queen’s College this
weekend.
Mr Craig Hatches
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