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Trinity Term #40

Dear parents, boys and staff
As I have described before, our key long-term academic
focus is on building and enhancing the academic
mindset of our boys and supporting them to achieve to
the best of their academic abilities. Time on task, focused
attendance at class and structured prep (homework)
time, is crucial for boys to develop a rhythm of learning.
With this in mind, I would like to share with you a small
snapshot of some fascinating research on Motivation
for Learning conducted by Peps Mccrea, the Dean of
Learning at the Ambition Institute, in association with
the Tony Little Centre at Eton College.

they are only able to allocate their attention to one or
two things at a time and therefore, their brains have to
decide what to invest their attention in first.

The practice of ‘triaging’ and deciding what to invest
their attention in is largely subconscious and often an
emotional response. However, by raising conscious
awareness of how the brain allocates attention, we can
help the subconscious to prioritise correctly.
There are two main types of driver for motivation:
intrinsic and extrinsic. Extrinsic drivers are indirect
drivers of motivation and can act as a ‘surrogate
Motivation is a system for allocating attention. It is a motivator’, but they can also have a counter-productive
specific response to a certain situation and not a general impact on student motivation. For this reason, intrinsic
trait, and it is largely an unconscious process. Students drivers of motivation are more effective than extrinsic
are constantly being faced with multiple sources of ones. Some important intrinsic drivers of motivation
information competing for their attention. Typically, include:

St Andrew’s College

y

Success: As the brain tried to allocate what to
invest attention in, it considers prior success
rate. Students will be more motivated if they
feel their efforts result in success. Positive
reinforcement is a crucial part of this.

y

Routine: With a regular, structured routine,
students expend less effort on the process of
learning (planning their academic time) and
more effort on the content of their learning.
This is particularly applicable to Prep time in our
context.

y

Norms: This is a social driver of motivation as
students often defer to others when deciding
whether or not to allocate their attention to
something: to work or whether to go and kick a
ball. If others are investing time and energy into
their academics, boys will be encouraged to do
so as well.

y

social group. Being inclusive in the classroom
and promoting shared values can increase
belonging. I believe that our staff are particularly
strong in building belonging in our boys.
y

Buy-in: Students often do not have the
knowledge or maturity to make the right choice.
When executive decisions are made on their
behalf, time needs to be spent explaining why
these decisions have been made. Over time, this
will help boys with their metacognition, which
means they will become better at managing
their motivation outside the classroom.

I believe that these are some good ideas around which
to structure our focus on building and enhancing the
academic mindset of our boys.
Have a wonderful holiday with your sons!

Belonging: Students are more likely to adopt Mr Graham Creese
norms if they identify with them as part of a Interim Head of Academics
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A Culture of Reading
After attending two evening IBSC presentations with
Sue Davis, looking at how to encourage boys to read,
we presented what we had learnt at a Continuous
Development session for staff in the middle of this
term. In our findings, there was much that we are doing
correctly to encourage reading at St Andrew’s College
and many initiatives that we can implement quickly and
effectively to encourage more reading. The literature
and statistics confirm the need for this to happen, but
for it to be effective, we need total investment from all
people who make up St Andrew’s College to make it
happen.
important in my home. I read to them every night, I help
them with their reading homework and seek out books
they might find interesting. These are only initiatives
though. For reading to take hold in their lives, our home
needs to resonate with a culture of reading. They need
to see bookshelves filled with books, and their parents’
bedside table with a regular new book next to it. They
need to see me speaking to my friends about novels I
have read. They need to see that I value reading over
Reading through a volume of modern poetry not long
watching television.
ago, I came upon some lines that seemed to me to
concentrate a strong and true sense of what there is to
Likewise, if the culture of reading is to take hold at
gain from great writing. The lines were by William Carlos
this school, it won’t happen just through initiatives by
Williams and they ran this way: “Look at / what passes for
language-specific departments or the library. It will
the new,” Williams wrote. “You will not find it there but
require total institutional investment where reading is
in / despised poems. / It is difficult / to get the news from
held as the highest and most important activity pupils
poems / yet men die miserably every day / for lack / of
and teachers can do. And the beauty of reading is that
what is found there.” Williams asserts that though all of us
it can enrich everything that can be done at school. The
are surrounded all the time with claims on our attention
problem with much of schooling today is that it has
—film, TV, journalism, popular music, advertising, and
become compartmentalized, but reading can straddle
the many other forms that pass for the new—there may
all elements. There are books out there that will inform
be no medium that can help us learn to live our lives as
all elements of a pupil’s experience of school, from the
well as poetry, and literature overall, can.
sporting to the spiritual and from the cultural to the
academic.
People die miserably every day for lack of what is found in
despised poems—in literary artwork, in other words, that
The documentary by the Renegade Economists,
society at large denigrates. My own life and the lives of
entitles The 4 Horsemen of the Apocalypse, ends with
many others I’ve known offer testimony for what Williams
the obvious solution to the multitude of global crises
has to say. Reading woke me up. It took me from a world
facing the world today. “Humanities greatest ally is the
of harsh limits into expanded possibility. Without poetry,
self-educated individual who has read, understood,
without literature and art, I (and I believe many others,
delays their gratification and walks around with their
too) could well have died miserably. It was this belief in
eyes wide open”.
great writing that, thirty years ago, made me become a
teacher.
All of us have a responsibility to elevate reading. As
Mark Edmundson says, we risk a life of misery without it.
If we are going to say that reading is important, then
it needs to be seen to be important. As a father of two
Mr Joe Orsmond
daughters, I have tried to foster a belief that reading is
There are many reasons why, I believe, reading is
important. It is the bedrock for tertiary studies, it is vital
to democracy and allows citizens to function to their
fullest potential. But, the best reason I have yet found
as to why reading is so important, comes from Mark
Edmunson, from his appropriately named book, Why
Read. In it, he states:

St Andrew’s College

My year as a Hubert H
Humphrey Fulbright
exchange scholar at
Penn State University

Other certificates I received included:
y
y
y

Educational Administration, Planning and
Policy from Penn State University.
Leadership and Governance during Times of
Crisis from Syracuse University in New York.
Smart and Smarter: Leadership and Innovation
in Libraries – a Professional Development
Program for Library Leaders and Innovators,
from the Mortenson Center, University of Illinois.
2022 Susan Schnuer Associates Leadership
Honor – a certificate awarded in recognition of
professional leadership.

In August of 2021, exactly one year ago, I embarked
y
upon the most exciting journey of my career. I was
part of a select group of successful applicants for the
Hubert H Humphrey Fulbright exchange program. The
Fellows are selected based on their leadership ability
My introduction to the American academic system
and public service.
consisted of cultural immersion by way of various
initiatives to acclimatize me to American society. Even
In 2019, I was selected as Librarian of the Year for the
though I lived with a cohort of international students, I
Eastern Cape and second runner up for the national
was assigned to a local host family who immersed and
title. Here I presented Project 21 which outlined my
enriched my cultural experience and provided me with
goals for public service and these goals culminated
an understanding of the local communities. My host
in my selection for the Fulbright exchange program. I
family was affiliated with Penn State University.
was placed at Penn State University in the College of
Education.
Under the guidance of program coordinators
and faculty advisors, Humphrey Fellows pursued
My interests included contributing to the eradication
individualised programs of graduate-level coursework,
of illiteracy, program design and its implementation,
independent research, and special seminars, and two
and non-profit fundraising. I hoped to team up with key
professional internships related to their respective
stakeholders in the United States who are responsible
fields of specialisation. This took place in government
for literacy projects, and to acquire the skills necessary
agencies, academic institutions, private organisations
to write fundraising proposals for my future projects.
and/or corporations.
Despite the vast difference between my South African
I am proud to report that not only did I achieve my
educational experience and my American one, I had
goals, but Project 21 attracted funding from many of
my
presentations
that I gave.
I graduated with a
certificate awarded
by the Government
of the United States
signed by President
Biden
and
the
Secretary of State.
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been well prepared by my
two alma maters U.C.T. and
Rhodes University and my
varied professional work
experience.
In addition to the Humphrey
leadership credit seminars,
I took three graduate-level
courses which I completed
over the Fall and Spring
semesters:
Introduction
to
Educational Psychology:
This course offered a general
survey of research methods
commonly used in education and other social sciences;
the primary emphasis focused on various stages of
quantitative research.
TechCelerator: a business start-up course. This course
provided a wide range of expertise in the following
areas:
• Creating and applying business model plans.
• Identify and apply the skills of interviewing
customers in real-time.
• Identify and apply financials as they pertain to
small businesses.
• Examine the product-market fit.
• Analyse distribution channels.
• Build and develop customer relationships.
• Construct, improve, and sustain partnership
relationships.
• Examine, estimate, and evaluate revenue

•

streams in order to improve business.
Analyse, identify, and maximize ways to raise
capital.

Advanced non-fiction writing: In this class, the
focus was on identifying the craft techniques used in
successful, contemporary, creative nonfiction essays.
The class discussions focused on what qualities are
necessary for an essay to be regarded as a winner. Asking
such questions as: what is the sweet spot between
personal stories and those of social relevance? why
should a reader care about the writer’s personal story?
what fresh ideas, insights, or personal experience can
a successful writer bring to a topic that has received
much coverage elsewhere? why do so many writers
add research or a secondary narrative or topic to their
essays—what purpose does this serve?
This class was a great platform for me to receive
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constructive criticism for my personal writing. The I feel confident that if some of these boys complete their
bonds we formed as a class, despite our very different education at an American University, they will have no
backgrounds, were very important for me.
problems adapting to the American academic program
as they have been well prepared by their teachers at St
The overall aim of the Humphrey program is to enable Andrew’s College.
each Fellow:
In the last two months of my Fellowship, I spent eight
y to develop a program that fosters personal and weeks at the Mortenson Center, of the University
professional growth that prepares them for of Illinois, which involved attending the Library
leadership roles in their home countries.
Associates programme and meeting library leaders
y to help Fellows understand as broadly and from other countries. I was proud to be given the Susan
deeply as possible the U.S. cultural, political, Schnuer Associates Leadership Honours Award by the
and economic systems.
Mortenson Center in recognition of my professional
y to help Fellows develop a fuller sense of the leadership. This was one of the five certificates that I
global context in which they and their countries acquired during my Humphrey Year.
operate.
A special thank you to St Andrew’s College and my
South African colleagues who enabled me to have this
My heart is warmed by the way I have been received amazing, enriching opportunity which has helped me
on my return to South Africa, especially by the boys grow in so many ways.
of St Andrew’s College. I have had many curious
questions from them and been interviewed about my Mrs Vuyokazi Jamieson
experiences as a South African at Penn State University.
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IEB Accommodations and Exemptions
In accordance with the South African Constitution
and policy guiding education, IEB and Cambridge
International examination accommodations
are granted to enable candidates with specific
barriers to learning to demonstrate their true
ability in the examinations without changing the
construct of the assessment.
Recently some boys have claimed that they are
entitled to extra time during assessments, based
on a vague (and sudden!) diagnosis of ADD/ADHD.
An identification of a diagnosis in isolation is not
a guarantee of qualifying for accommodations,
such as extra time.
The
IEB
accommodation
application
progress is rigorous and lengthy, according
to strict requirements laid down by the IEB
Accommodations Panel.
The Cambridge
International access arrangements policy requires
similar evidence. The process involves an initial
conversation with the Learning Support Specialist, Sue Davis, and the boy concerned.
A full psycho-educational assessment is a pre-requisite for any accommodation application, accompanied by
specific recommendations by the assessor and medical professionals (if relevant), teachers, samples of current
work and significant historical evidence.
If the cognitive assessment is conducted in the Grade 7 year, it is valid for an application made in the following 24
months. Grade 6 cognitive and educational assessments are not accepted. A cognitive assessment conducted
during high school will be accepted for the duration of the candidate’s high school career. However, if an
application is made more than one year after the cognitive assessment, the educational component of the
assessment will need to be repeated.
Once the assessments have been conducted and the relevant evidence gathered, applications are submitted to
the IEB Accommodations Panel. Applications for boys in Grades 8-11 must be submitted by 31 October. By Grade
12, such applications are considered too late. The average processing time for an application by the IEB is 12
weeks, excluding peak periods.
In terms of IEB policy and procedures, any communication or queries regarding accommodations granted, may
only be mediated by the applicant’s school, not the parents or other parties concerned.
It is important to note that decisions granting accommodations or exemptions are at the absolute discretion of
the IEB and its Accommodations / Exemptions Panel, not with the practitioner who conducted the assessments,
or with the school.
Mrs Sue Davis
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WORK TROPHIES
Congratulations to the following tutor groups for winning the Work Trophies in the Trinity Term 2022. These are calculated
by aggregating all the application marks for each tutor group.
GRADE 8
GRAHAM HOUSE have hit their stride this term and
emphatically retained the Work Trophy in Grade 8, ahead of
Armstrong House and Mullins House. Well done to Sivatho
Mjali and Michael Fowlds of Armstrong House and Zian
Dreyer of Espin House who were the top scoring Grade 8s.

GRADE 9
There was a pleasing improvement in the overall application
marks in Grade 9 this term. ESPIN HOUSE retained the
Grade 9 Work Trophy, comfortably ahead of Graham House
and Merriman House. Congratulations to Alastair De Kock of
Espin House who once again top scored in the grade.

Sivatho Mjali

Alastair De Kock

Michael Fowlds

Zian Dreyer
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GRADE 10
MERRIMAN HOUSE retained the Grade 10 Work Trophy for
an extraordinary sixth term in a row, by a wide margin from
Upper House and Armstrong House. Tom Clucas, Chukwu
Ekpebegh and Mitchell Coventry of Merriman House and
Roland Turvey of Armstrong House achieved the top scores
in the application marks.

Tom Clucas

Chukwu Ekpebegh

Roland Turvey

Mitchell Coventry

GRADE 11
In Grade 11, MERRIMAN HOUSE put in an excellent effort
to finally dethrone Armstrong House, who had won the
Work Trophy for the previous five terms. Congratulations
to Michael Mulcahy of Upper House and Matthew Poole of
Armstrong House on achieving full houses of Rs this term.

Michael Mulcahy

Matthew Poole
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GRADE 12
GRAHAM HOUSE retained the Grade 12 Work Trophy this
term, with Upper House and Mullins House behind them.
Congratulations to Ethan John of Graham House and Ishan
Panchal of Mullins House who achieved full houses of Rs for

Ethan John

Ishan Panchal
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their A Level subjects, and to Joss Hempel and Dylan Heurlin
of Graham House and Scott Moorcroft of Espin House for
top scoring in the IEB Stream.

Joss Hempel

Dylan Heurlin

Overall, GRAHAM HOUSE retained the trophy for the tenth
time in the last 11 terms, but they had better watch out for
Merriman House who are closing in.
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TRINITY TERM ORDER DECIMUS
GRADE 8

Murray
Copeland
Uchechukwu
Ekpebegh
Zac
Fletcher
Michael
Fowlds
Alexander
Jonckheer
Grant
McJannet
Callum
McMurray
Zukolwakhe
Mdodana
Gregory
Rodwell
Siweziwe
Shongwe
Adam
Ball
Zian
Dreyer
Jacques
Du Toit
Andrew
Ellis
William
Farquharson
Adrian
Gaunt
Matthew
Kirkwood
Michael
Kruiskamp
Thomas
Lake
Joshua
Van Zyl

GRADE 9

in alphabetical order

Liam
Cowen
John
Davies
Alastair
De Kock
Jean
De Villiers
Matthew
Kruse
Daniel
Meihuizen
Thomas
Owen-Jones
Adam
Stone
Ndalo
Tetyana
Coel
Trollip

GRADE 10

Tom
Clucas
Jack
Dixie
Lulutho
Dyakala
Chukwu
Ekpebegh
Andy
Holmes
Julius
Rocher
Ethan
Van Der Merwe
Murray
Wilson
Aiden
Wood
Joe
Wostenholm

GRADE 11

Finlay
Carson
Sinjhun
Cawse
Noah
Da Motta
Ross
Gordon
Matthew
Gouws
Ian
Meihuizen
Gregory
Miller
Michael
Petersen
Matthew
Poole
Dylan
Voogt

GRADE 12

Myles
Boden
Joss
Hempel
Dylan
Heurlin
Ethan
John
Liam
McNaughton
Scott
Moorcroft
Ishan
Panchal
Aidan
Reynolds
Benjamin
Terry
Lamlani
Yawa

and the next ten knocking on the door…
Matthew
Baisley
William
Beamish
Asante
Chivere
Lourens
Coetzee
Roman
Doherty
Connor
McNamara
Aluta
Ndebele
Adam
Nurse
Olivier
Poublon Pena
Samuel
Scheckter

James
Barrow
Ayena
Gwarube
Oliver
Jonckheer
Joe
Kroon
Anga
Mayatula
Connor
Moorcroft
James
Stapylton-Smith
Zack
Swears
Roland
Turvey
Roman
Van Zyl

David
Ball
Thomas
Barrow
Shaun
Dom
Luke
Freimond
Roan
Fuller
Mumbi
Kayula
Muhammad
Moosa
Michael
Mulcahy
Joey
Rugemalira
Mark
Ter Morshuizen

Antony
Baker
Connor
Cook
Cameron
Destro
Musab
Hayat
Nicholas
Lane
John
Marshall
Zach
Micklewright
Michael
Owen-Jones
Jack
Solomon
Eirik
Torp Nelani

TRINITY EXAM ORDER DECIMUS
GRADE 8

Adam
Ball
Zian
Dreyer
William
Farquharson
Zac
Fletcher
Alexander
Jonckheer
Michael
Kruiskamp
Thomas
Lake
Grant
McJannet
Callum
McMurray
Joshua
Stapylton-Smith
Murray
Copeland
Uchechukwu
Ekpebegh
Sid
Fishlock
Michael
Fowlds
Zukolwakhe
Mdodana
Tom
Reynolds
Gregory
Rodwell
Benjamin
Scharges
Siweziwe
Shongwe
Joshua
Van Zyl

GRADE 9

in alphabetical order

Phoka
Bakoro
William
Beamish
Alastair
De Kock
Jean
De Villiers
Calum
Emslie
Matthew
Kruse
Daniel
Meihuizen
Aluta
Ndebele
Thomas
Owen-Jones
Ndalo
Tetyana

GRADE 10

Tom
Clucas
Jack
Dixie
Lulutho
Dyakala
Chukwu
Ekpebegh
Andy
Holmes
Julius
Rocher
Ethan
Van Der Merwe
Murray
Wilson
Aiden
Wood
Joe
Wostenholm

GRADE 11

David
Ball
Thomas
Barrow
Finlay
Carson
Sinjhun
Cawse
Noah
Da Motta
Matthew
Gouws
Ian
Meihuizen
Gregory
Miller
Michael
Mulcahy
Matthew
Poole

GRADE 12

Antony
Baker
Cameron
Destro
Joss
Hempel
Ethan
John
Nicholas
Lane
Scott
Moorcroft
Michael
Owen-Jones
Ishan
Panchal
Aidan
Reynolds
Benjamin
Terry

and the next ten knocking on the door…
Matthew
Baisley
Asante
Chivere
Liam
Cowen
John
Davies
Aidan
Flanagan
Angus
Glen
Connor
McNamara
Adam
Nurse
Adam
Stone
Thandolwethu
Wopula

James
Barrow
Mitchell
Coventry
Ayena
Gwarube
Alexander
Hutton
Oliver
Jonckheer
Kamvelihle
Kese
Joe
Kroon
Connor
Moorcroft
Thandolwethu
Nxumalo
Roman
Van Zyl

Charlie
Beaton
Luke
Freimond
Roan
Fuller
Ross
Gordon
James
Grundlingh
Mumbi
Kayula
Michael
Petersen
Joshua
Pretorius
Ganizani
Tembo
Dylan
Voogt

Myles
Boden
Connor
Cook
James
Cowen
Dylan
Heurlin
Onwabile
Lisa
Liam
McNaughton
Zach
Micklewright
Jack
Solomon
Eirik
Torp Nelani
Lamlani
Yawa

REPORTS
The upload of the reports to the portal will take place
from Friday 5 August. The reports will be emailed over
the course of that weekend.
If you have not already downloaded our new Parent Portal
App, here is all the information you need.
The app is called EDANA Parent Portal
It is available on the App Store (iPhones) or Google Play
(Androids)

The activation code is 970074
Please note the following:
y Push notifications will appear on the notifications
tab
y School reports will be loaded to view

SOME IMPORTANT REMINDERS
•

A reminder to Grade 9 parents to please complete
the online Subject Choice form (https://forms.
gle/6HgmyXYQWHwBFmH57) for Grade 10 in 2022
by the first day of the Michaelmas Term. An electronic
copy of the Subject Choice Booklet for 2023 and
more information about the subjects available can be
found on the website at https://www.sacschool.com/
academic/grade-9-subject-choices/.

•

A reminder to parents of Grade 10 boys who are
considering taking the A Levels Stream to return
application forms as soon as possible to me at g.creese@
sacschool.com. The A Levels Stream will be finalised
at the beginning of the Michaelmas Term. More
information about the A Levels Stream and a link to the
application form can be found on the website at https://
www.sacschool.com/academic/cambridge-a-levels/.

y

Matric and A Level Revision Camp: Those Matrics and
Grade 11 and 12 A Levels students who have signed up
for the Revision Camp return to College on Thursday 25
August for the camp, which runs from Friday 26 August
until Monday 29 August. The purpose of the camp is to
allow Matrics and A Level students to consolidate their
learning going into the last month of academic lessons
before their final examinations, with dedicated time with
teachers from within their subjects working through
common errors from the preliminary examinations. The
camp has proven to be of great value to our boys and
girls in the past.

y

Encourage your son to read a book this holiday. Better
still, join him and read one too!

Yours sincerely,
Graham Creese
Interim Head of Academics

