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Dear Andrean Community
My Grandfather farmed pineapples in Lower Spanish
Reeds, a region near Shaw Park between Bathurst and
the coast. His farm was called Per Ardua and his life
was one of considerable struggle. As a boy he lost the
sight in one eye while cracking a whip, as farm boys are
inclined to do, and then early in the Battle of Delville
Wood in France in 1916, still a teenager, his right arm
was blown off.

lost his right arm he had to learn to write with his left
hand again. It may not be true but his hand writing was
always difficult to read!
He epitomized perseverance – the ability to keep going
through adversity. Most things that we take for granted
– tying a shoelace, driving a gear shift truck, cutting a
steak – were a source of frustration and difficulty for
him.

In education and in schooling perseverance is a critical
In my mind I have the idea that he was born left handed, quality. There are always going to be difficult tasks and
and had been retrained at school to be right handed, as situations, and we cannot let them deter us - giving up
was the practice in the early 20th century. Then when he is not an option. Things that require perseverance are,

Honour • Integrity • Humility • Empathy • Courage

by their nature, not easy but when you have pushed And that is so much more inspiring – through adversity
through and mastered the task, the sense of growth, to the stars.
joy, satisfaction and achievement is so fulfilling that
you have all the inspiration and energy and confidence That is the Dale College motto.
to tackle the next hard thing.
And the College motto, Nec Aspera Terrent, engrains
John F Kennedy captured the imagination of the perseverance into the DNA of every Andrean.
American people and the world (or his speech writer
did) when in 1962 he said that America was going to “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed,
put a man on the Moon before the end of the decade for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you;
not because it was easy but because it was hard, and I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah
41:10
that doing hard things makes you better.
The complete Latin expression after which my Mr Aidan Smith
grandfather’s farm was named is Per Ardua, ad Astra. Interim Headmaster
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Senior Bekgeveg
On 7 June the senior Afrikaans FAL and Home Language
Afrikaans pupils of St Andrew’s and DSG battled it out for
the prestigious title of being the Bekgeveg (public speaking)
champion of their subject.
The speakers brought their “A” game and the judges
admitted that they had a tough time deciding on the
ultimate winners.
The topics ranged from the Afrikaans versions of “Cancel
culture is a new form of bullying”, “Actions speak louder
than words”, “University is not the only option after school”
to “There are no winners in a war”. The standard was
exceptionally high.
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The College winners were as follows:
Afrikaans Home Language:
Afrikaans First Additional Language:

Julius Rocher
Aiden Wood

Thanks are due to the participants, the IT department, the
Highlander staff, the Afrikaans department and the judges,
Ms Bronwyn Herring and Ms Marika du Toit.
Mr Sheldan Dolf
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Chess vs Queen’s
On Friday, the 3rd of June, the Chess Club travelled to
Queenstown to participate in the annual derby fixture. The
Queen’s College fixture is the longest standing fixture for
the club and a much anticipated one.
This is traditionally a very tough fixture for the chess club. The
games got underway with a turnaround back rank victory
for St Andrew’s on board four, followed by a comfortable win
for the side on board two which was contrasted by a hardwon comeback for board five which ground out a victory.

4

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

This effectively sealed the result.
Board one confidently bested their opponents, but board
three went down after a promising start. All tallied St
Andrew’s College won the fixture four points to one, the first
derby victory in over ten years for the club.
Well done to all the chess players.
Mr Andrew Stuart-Watson
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Interact - Tree “Popping”
The St Andrew’s College Interact Club conquered the rain on
Sunday morning, as we joined Nombulelo for our last alien
tree removal outings this half of the term.
An area just outside town, close to the water works (Mountain
Drive), was identified and upon arrival, it was clear to see
that this would be challenging. The whole area was covered
in Black Wattles, which was actually regrowth due to a failed
attempt by someone who merely cut off the stems, rather
than remove the roots.
Despite the harsh cold and constant drizzle, the Interactors
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managed to remove a total of 3 070 trees in one morning.
Unfortunately, due to the rain, the hike at Dassiekrans had to
be postponed. Lunch was served in the Nombulelo library,
as it was the obvious choice for shelter.
The Interact Club has had a number of great Tree “Popping”
sessions this year and I want to encourage us to continue, as
it provides enormous benefit to the condition of the soil, the
ecosystem and the community as a whole.
Mrs Erna Goodier
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Over the Rainbow: Breathing Out
On Sunday 5 June 16 boys and Mr Guy de Villiers (OA) took
to the stage for our annual “Over the Rainbow” concert.
This year’s theme was ‘Breathing out’ – reflecting on the
pent-up tension experienced when you feel like you are not
allowed to just fit in.

6

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

A wide range of instruments and voices gave breath to what
was a beautiful and contemplative hour spent in the Chapel.
Ms Maretha Potgieter
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SIGNIFICANT DATES FOR TRINITY TERM 2022
(excluding Sport)
Dates pertinent to Matrics are in BOLD
Tuesday 26 April
Tuesday 2 May
Wednesday 3 May
Friday 6 May
Saturday 7 May
Monday 9 May
Wednesday 11 May
Thursday 12 May
Mon 16 May – Thurs 19 May
Fri 20 May to Sun 22 May
Tuesday 24 May
Thurs 26 May – Sat 28 May
Fri 27 May – Sun 29 May
Wed 1 June
Wed 1 June ‐ Thurs 2 June
Sunday 5 June
Tuesday 7 June
Wednesday 8 June
Thursday 9 June
Saturday 11 June
Thursday 16 June
Fri 17 June – Sun 19 June
Monday 20 June
Mon 20 June – Wed 22 June
Tuesday 21 June
Thursday 23 June
Thurs 23 June – Wed 5 July
Thurs 23 June – Sun 3 July
Mon 27 June – Sun 3 July
Tuesday 5 July
Thursday 7 July
Monday 11 July

Tuesday 12 July
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Cambridge Exams commence to Thursday 9 June
18h00 Boarders return
Trinity Term commences
Reunion for 30‐Year leavers commence to Sunday 8 May
18h30 Open Mic Concert (DRW)
Parent Conversations (Postponed to later in the Term)
“Applous” Choir Competition
Pitproduksie (DH)
SAC/DSG Youth Music Festival (various venues)
Festival of Excellence in Dramatic Arts (Joburg Theatre)
08h15 Tempest Production (Riverside Company) (Grade 12) (DH)
Instep Performance (DH)
Reunion for 20/25 Year leavers
Grade 12 Accounting – Banago Traders (CH)
Alumni: Rhodes Scholarship Applications open
DSG Play Festival (LSH, Little Box Studio and Drama Rooms)
19h00 Over the Rainbow Concert (Chapel)
17h00 Grade 9 Subject Choice evening via Zoom
17h30 Senior Bekgeveg (The Highlander) (note earlier start time)
Grade 10 A Levels Presentation via Zoom
Flight Booking deadline for Half term
17h30 Senior Open Concert (DRW)
SAC Matric Dance (Clapham Jubilee Dining Hall) (note venue change)
K‐Day Music Concert (DH)
Reunion for 10‐year leavers
Grade 12 Design Exam Paper 1 (D&T)
Grade 11 Camp @ Quest Alexandria
Grade 12 CAT English Essay
08h00 – 11h00 Parent‐Teacher Meetings
Half Term Travel Day
Half Term
National Arts Festival
Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Festival
18h00 Boarders Return
15h00 Grade 12 IEB Swot begins to Friday 8 July
Grade 12 Examinations begin
Grade 11 & 12 CAIE Swot to Tuesday 12 July
Grade 11 Swot day
Grade 11 Examinations begin
15h00 Grade 10 Swot begins to Wednesday 13 July
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Wednesday 13 July
Tuesday 19 July
Thursday 21 July
Friday 22 July
Fri 22 July – Sun 24 July
Monday 26 July
Fri 29 July – Sun 31 July
Sunday 31 July
Monday 1 August

Wednesday 3 August
Thursday 4 August

Fri 26 Aug ‐ Mon 29 Aug
Monday 29 August
Tuesday 30 August

Grade 11 & 12 CAIE Exams begin
Grade 10 Examinations begin
18h30 Junior Bekgeveg (Venue TBC)
Flight booking deadline for end of Term
Grade 9 Examinations begin
Reunion for 40‐year leavers
Grade 8 Examinations begin
Reunion for 50‐year leavers
08h30 Founders Day Chapel Service (All Grade 9s)
Applications for Cambridge A Levels Stream close
All Examinations end
Alumni: Rhodes Scholarship Applications close
17h00 Final assembly (Compulsory attendance)
Travel Day
MICHAELMAS TERM
Matric Examination Preparation Camp Booking deadline (TBC)
Matric Examination Preparation Camp to 29 August
18h00 Boarders return
Michaelmas Term Commences

Parent–Teachers Meetings
The parent–teachers meetings will be held Online on Thursday 23
June from 08:00 – 11:00.
Appointments can be made on
https://sacdsgprep.meettheteacher.com/
On-line bookings will open at 08:00 on Monday 13 June and close at
16:00 on Tuesday 21 June.
An email will be sent out shortly with instructions on how to book
meetings on the portal.
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Debating - St Andrew’s vs Queens College
The Debating Society was represented by one junior team
and two senior teams at Queen’s College this past weekend.
The junior motion was “This House regrets the rise of citizen
journalism”, with the St Andrew’s team in opposition.
Although the best speaker was awarded to, one of our own,
Marcel Llewellyn, the overall debate was awarded to side
proposition, Queen’s College.
The seniors’ motion was, “This House believes that the #men
are trash movement has done more harm than good”. St
Andrew’s 1sts were in proposition while St Andrew’s 2nds
were in opposition, St Andrew’s 1 won.
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Queen’s College proved to be outstanding opponents. We
congratulate St Andrew’s on the win.
The debate team has enjoyed travelling to surrounding areas
in the several derbies, but there is still much competition
left in the Rini Debate League and KDay. I ask that they avail
themselves for these competitions and continue making us
proud.
Ms Nomkhitha Minya
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Debating - Rini Debate League
We have officially kick-started the Rini league for this year.
Our first opponents were DSG last Thursday evening. We
were meant to debate over three rounds. St Andrew’s
forfeited two rounds and took part in the third in an Iron
man debate and lost to DSG 1. With a lack of commitment
from the juniors, this has unfortunately set us back by
3 rounds out of 8. This serves as a reminder to our teams
that the league is the gateway to provincial and national
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participation. As such more effort needs to be put in from
their side to attend training sessions and show up to league
rounds.
In the coming week, St Andrew’s will debate DSG seniors
and Kingswood College in the junior and senior divisions.
Ms Nomkhitha Minya
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Play Festival and TheatreLink 2022

The fifth annual Play Festival was held on 1 and 2 June. The
festival celebrates excellence in drama and encourages work
by pupils for pupils. It has become an eagerly anticipated
event on the school calendar, generating much creativity
and excitement. The Play Festival has grown from a version
of Inter-House Plays to a fully-fledged festival, including
pupils from every grade across both campuses.
Each year the Drama Department aims to grow the
festival by including extra participants or adding an extra
dimension. This year, it was decided to officially rename the
festival, making it a joint event, with plays written, directed
and performed by St Andrew’s College and DSG pupils.
Another difference was that four of the five plays were
written by Grade 11 Dramatic Arts pupils. Three of the five
plays formed part of the TheatreLink programme, an exciting
international playwriting exchange programme run by the
Manhattan Theatre Club in New York and implemented by
the Grade 11 Dramatic Arts students.
The first play of the evening, Missing
the Pointe, was written by drama
pupils at Springfield High School
in Springfield, Oregon, as part of
the TheatreLink programme. Our
production was recorded and shared
with those who wrote it. The play
exposed the ugly truth behind the
scenes at a prestigious dance studio as
the girls strive to be the best of the best.
The play was beautifully staged in the
Lilla Strong Hall, and the performers
gave credible performances as the
members of the dance studio. The
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production received high praise from both the writers and
the TheatreLink teaching artists.
The second play, performed on the new stage in the Drama
Department, was Will They See Me? Set in 1996 at a Model
C school in South Africa, a promising hockey player faces
racism and discrimination as she tries to navigate her way
through a challenging environment to achieve success. The
play, written by the Grade 11 Dramatic Arts class, was sent
to EC Glass High School in Lynchburg, Virginia. We were
able to watch a video of their interpretation of our play,
followed by a meaningful discussion with the class about
their production.
The third play, Unfortunately, Me, an original script written
by Grade 11 pupils at St Andrew’s and DSG, was performed
in an intimate space in one of the Drama studios. The
protagonist, Qiniso, confronts the toxic homophobic
environment at a conservative university, set on upholding

Will They See Me. Tristan Boulanger, Luke Freimond, Kieran Butler
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its traditions, whatever the cost. She speaks her truth to
power and faces devastating consequences. This play
bravely tackles issues faced by the LGBTQAI+ community,
calling for understanding, respect and the basic human
dignity every person should be afforded.
The Social Drug, play number four, performed in the Lilla
Strong Hall, was written by Grade 11s at St Andrew’s and
DSG as part of the TheatreLink programme. It questions
the lengths one would go to in order to be accepted and
find friends. Andy is struggling to make friends in his
new boarding school environment. He finds a place in an
unconventional society, but is he valued by the right people
for the right reasons? This play struck a chord with its
teenage audience and was well supported.
The final play of the festival was the rather disturbing and
deeply thought-provoking, A Howl in Makhanda. It is a
semi-autobiographical work by Qondiswa James that shines
a light on the often tumultuous issues of girlhood. The play
follows the lives of four girls at a prestigious boarding school.
Within the tightly regulated borders of the school, the girls
carve out a place of their own to offload the pressures of
lessons, school rules, peer expectations and personal
struggles. When their hideout is discovered, the future
of each girl differs dramatically under the scrutiny of the
disciplinary board and the extent of the refuge their parents
can provide. The five performers, assisted by Ms Megan
Knowles, worked incredibly hard to realise this challenging
style of performance. The production was a triumph, and
once word got around, the audience lined up to get into the
venue.

A Howl in Makhanda. Zenande Simani, Mia Babaya

Congratulations and thank you to the writers, directors,
performers, technical crew and others behind the scenes for
all the hard work that made the Play Festival and TheatreLink
programme a wonderful success.
Ms Susan Baker

Unfortunately, Me. Connor O’Neill, Aiden Wood

Missing the Pointe. Kganya Matshoga, Grace Fraser
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Unfortunately, Me. Jack Schmidt, Cornelia Rocher
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Marine Sciences Laboratory Day
The Grade 10 Marine Sciences class visited the South African
Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity on World Oceans Day on
the 8 June.
After spending time understanding the importance of
collections of literature as well as organisms, for taxonomic
and research purposes with Nkosinathi Mazungula and
Maditaba Meltaf, the class spent visited with four of SAIAB’s
research platforms. We learned about the fascinating world
of acoustic tagging of fish, and the kinds of challenges
in understanding biology and ecology of highly mobile
species from Dr Tarryn Murray.
We moved onto the molecular biology lab where Drs
Albert Chakona and Pedro de Bragança explained how
genetic information is extracted, amplified and sequenced,
and explained the critical nature of physical collections
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of organisms being linked to genetic “bar-codes” for
identifying species as well as in assisting with management
of ecosystems. Mpilonhle Nyawo explained how her teams
uses baited stereo-camera equipment to identify and
measure fish in a variety of locations.
Our final stop was in the eco-physiology platform, where
the impacts on climate change on both larval and adult
organisms are being studied, using highly sophisticated
oxygen concentration measurements.
It was a huge privilege to be addressed by passionate people
who were generous with their time and expertise, and who
have offered us wonderful opportunities for further learning
in collaboration.
Mr Tim Barnard
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SPORT

This week saw the end of the Interhouse tennis play-offs.
With quite a couple of surprises during the last fixtures, the
final scores caused the ladder to move around quite a bit.
The finals will be played on Monday 13 June @ 16:10 for the
Seniors and Tuesday 14 June @ 15:15 for the Juniors.
In the Senior competition, you will notice that two Houses
ended up with the exact same total of games in the end - this
was for a place in the final against Graham. As the final has
to be played, there cannot be a tie for a position. The second
step was to add the total number of games conceded - the
House with the least number of games conceded, would
proceed to the final. Yet again, both Armstrong and Mullins
conceded 74 games in the play-off fixtures. The last resort,
was to refer to the total number of matches won. This was the
determining factor... Mullins won a total of 10 matches out
of a possible 15, which placed them in overal 2nd position.
Armstrong, unfortunately, won 8 of a possible 15 matches
and therefore they will be facing Merriman in playing for the
3rd and 4th position.
For the Juniors, the results were a little more clear-cut.
Mullins and Espin will be battling it out in the final, Merriman
and Armstrong for the 3rd and 4th position and Graham and
Upper for the 5th and 6th position.
A big thank you to all the players who have been committed
for the duration of 5 weeks; arriving on time and always
keen to play. Congratulations to the students who arrived
to represent their House, but might not be the strongest
tennis players - we commend your enthusiasm. Lastly, a big
thank you to Mrs Mackenzie and Mr Barnard who assisted in
the admin and also sacrificing their afternoons to be at the
courts.
Ms Erna Goodier

Results for the Seniors, after 5 weeks of play-offs:

Results for the Juniors after 5 weeks of play-offs:
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Duathlon and Biathle champs for Zac

Zac Fletcher recently competed in the Nelson Mandela
Bay Duathlon Championships. He competed in an age
category above his present age group, and finished 3rd.
Zac competed in the South African Biathle Championships
in Somerset West last weekend. It was a tight race, but Zac
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managed to secure 3rd position after a nail-biting sprint
finish. Zac is now waiting to hear if he has made the SAMPA
(South African Modern Pentathlon) team that will travell to
The World Biathle Championships to be held in Portugal
later this year.
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Albany Rugby
The following boys were selected for Albany district this year. We are very proud of our boys and would like to congratulate
them on this achievement.
Finlay Griffin and Robert Faber were selected for EP U16Bs. Well done to all our boys!!
Mr Andy Royle

Roman Van Zyl

Mark Were

Finlay Griffin

Robert Faber

Ganizani Tembo

Rupert Kretzschmar
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Murray Wilson

Aphindile Ngcuka

Aidan Jarvis

Gugulethu Mfazi
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Hockey vs Queen’s
The St Andrew’s Hockey Club travelled to Queenstown to
play in a highly contested and exciting day’s hockey. It is
always a tough outing, with long travelling distances and
competing against the Queen’s sides, who play with flair
and quick counter-attacks. The College defenders across the
board were very good on the day and restricted the Queen’s
goal-scoring opportunities.
St Andrew’s played 8 matches, won 4, drew 2 and lost 2.
The St Andrew’s College 1st Hockey Team beat Queen’s
College 2-1 over the weekend. The team can be proud of
the tenacity they displayed to come back from one goal
down to win the match. The 1sts are a committed and hard
running squad who have shown determination throughout
the season and thoroughly deserved their win.
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The hockey coaches must once again be thanked for their
time and efforts to ensure the hockey club players had a
good weekend away.
The highlights for the Club were:
The U16C team performance winning 3-1, including
excellent performances from Benjamin Coventry and Mark
Were.
Peer Lidsba’s defense for the U14B side.
All the hockey coaches must once again be thanked for their
time and efforts to ensure the hockey club players had a
good weekend away.
Mr Ian Hobson
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Rugby vs Queen’s
St Andrew’s vs Queen’s College rugby results:
U14A St Andrew’s 14 – 26 Queen’s
U14B St Andrew’s 14 – 31 Queen’s
U14C St Andrew’s 14 – 22 Queen’s
U15A St Andrew’s 10 – 34 Queen’s
U15B St Andrew’s 0 – 73 Queen’s
U16A St Andrew’s 17 – 43 Queen’s
U16B St Andrew’s 15 – 5 Queen’s
U16C St Andrew’s 10 – 17 Queen’s
5ths St Andrew’s 19 – 12 Queen’s
4ths St Andrew’s 7 – 21 Queen’s
3rds St Andrew’s 19 – 22 Queen’s
2nds St Andrew’s 31 – 31 Queen’s
1sts St Andrew’s 8 – 20 Queen’s
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