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This week we commemorated Human Rights Day. On
the 21st of March, 62 years ago in the township known as
Sharpeville in faraway Gauteng, 69 people lost their lives and
180 were wounded when police opened fire on a peaceful
crowd that had gathered in protesting the Pass laws. The day
marked an affirmation, by ordinary people, rising in unison
to proclaim their rights. Human Rights Day is an iconic date
in our country’s history in that it is a reminder of the cost
paid for the liberty that we, as young people, need to guard
begrudgingly and with reverence.
Leviticus 19: 33-34 teaches us how to treat the foreigner, the
stranger, the outsider. The Lord gives very clear instructions
on how we need to treat the ‘other’. We must treat them as
our own, fairly and with kindness.
Today I want us to talk of being a ‘foreigner’. Have you, as
an individual, ever felt like a foreigner? I know I have. Even
in spaces where I am meant to be an insider, I have felt like
a foreigner, and a fraud. I feel awkward when I am among
my fellow teachers, when I am supposed to initiate a
conversation. Will they listen? Will they hear me? Will they
understand my message?
I feel out of place when I address you boys, 800 odd eyes
fixed on me, ready to cancel me - if need be, and reduce my
teaching to nothing. I feel uneasy when I am part of a choir,
because my voice might not be good enough. Be that as
it may, all these things that I have listed, I am good at. So,
imagine then the things I am not so great at, the ones for
which I might need to say, publicly, I need assistance with
this as I cannot do this on my own. Imagine how that makes
me feel?
You, young gentlemen, entered College at different times.
Some joined the school four years ago and are in your final
year. Others have only recently joined. To some of you,
Makhanda is far away from home and familiar settings. You
arrived here to find no parents, no siblings and no friends.
You came here with the hope of acquiring some knowledge
and skills that will make your tomorrow better. You
gentlemen arrived here as foreigners and were strangers
to each other. I pray that after your stay at College you will
leave having made friends and brothers for life. That you will

be an alumnus armed with a qualification in the one hand
and a solid, salt of the earth character on the other.
The reading today is very detailed about being welcoming
and helping people that are in need. Chapter Two of the
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa consists of the
Bill of Rights, the very cornerstone of our democracy. It
enshrines the rights of all people in our country and affirms
the democratic values of human dignity, equality and
freedom. These are basic and fundamental rights to which
every person - for the simple reason of being human - is
entitled to. These rights are inalienable: a person has them
forever and they cannot be taken away. That is important to
remember.

There are several Rights in the
Constitution, including equality, privacy
and the rights of the child. I hope that
your teachers, in their lessons this
month, have been going through some
of these rights with you.
My talk today is based on the right to
freedom of expression:
Article 10 of the bill of rights reads:
Section (1) Everyone has the right to
freedom of expression, which
includes
(b) freedom to receive or impart
information or ideas.
Section (2) The right in subsection (1)
does not extend to
(c) advocacy of hatred that is
based on race, ethnicity, gender
or religion, and that constitutes
incitement to cause harm.
I want to concentrate on the right
to receive and share information or
ideas and its accompanying duty and
responsibility to avoid incitement to
cause harm. The right of every person
to receive information and to share that
information needs to be understood in the context that the
information received is true and factual. The information
must be admissible as a true reflection of events that
transpired.
As a school community, we are about ideas and sharing
of those ideas. For that to happen it is important for us to
create an environment with is conducive and fertile for
meaningful conversations to take place. This essentially
means that I need to listen twice as much as I speak. I need
to listen with the view that the other person has a right to
have an opinion that is materially different to mine. Through
conversations and dialogue, I can try and persuade the
person otherwise, but I cannot deny them the right to their
opinion by silencing them.
To do so, would be equivalent to character assassination. It
is a culture that we should not allow to take root amongst
us. It is a culture we must work against with everything we
have, as it is a culture that forces us to be homogenous in
our outlook and perspective. And that is one way to kill
creativity and make sure that our school stagnates.
The phenomenon I am talking about is known as ‘Cancel
Culture’ and needs to be addressed. ‘Cancel Culture’ is a
process of publicly calling for accountability, and boycotting,
of an individual or group of people- and it has become an
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important tool of social justice — a way of combatting,
through collective action, some of the huge power
imbalances that often exist between public figures with
far-reaching platforms and audiences, and the people and
communities their words and actions impact upon. ‘Cancel
Culture’ is not a new phenomenon, it is as old as human
nature itself. It is a way of forcing acceptable behaviour. A
way of the community calling people out for doing wrong.
The rise of ‘Cancel Culture’ involves a celebrity or other
public figure doing or saying something offensive. This is
then followed by a public backlash, often fuelled on social
media. Next come the calls to cancel the person — that
is, to effectively end their career or revoke their cultural
reputation, whether through boycotts of their work or
disciplinary action from the authorities.
So, is ‘Cancel Culture’ an important tool of social justice? or a
new form of merciless mob intimidation? The first reference
to the ‘Cancel Culture’ as a concept can be found in the 1991
movie New Jack City, where the main actor breaks up with
his girlfriend and references this action by saying “Cancel
that girl, I will buy another”. Lil Wayne continues along
those lines in song years later, and even references the same
actor from the said movie. With that, a new system of public
prosecution without trial began. Women were the first
victims of that unfortunate classification. ‘Cancel Culture’
takes root in an environment where there is a lack of trust
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in the systems that are supposed to promote dialogue and
resolve conflict. ‘Cancel Culture’ is meant to be a measure
of last resort when all options have been exhausted, and
authorities turn a blind eye to injustice. If left unchecked,
however, and riding on a popularity platform, ‘Cancel
Culture’ can have dire consequences.
This culture is also open to manipulation, can create a
hostile environment rather than safe spaces for meaningful
conversation to take place, and leaves no room for remorse,
forgiveness, change in behaviour and redress.

So today, I implore you to be careful in how you show up.
How through cancelling, one may cause harm and lead
others to feel like foreigners. To the teacher at the podium
giving a lesson with boys at the back not paying attention
and fooling around, to the boy who is struggling to settle
and find his feet being ostracised for being different, or
the girl or boy you liked who turned down your advances.
Check how you show up, do not create information, or use
information that has come to your knowledge to belittle “the
other” or cause harm without having had a conversation.

The message of salvation, as narrated in the Bible, was never
meant to see light of day. Christ, Our Redeemer, was meant to
be Cancelled and his message removed from society. Martin
Luther called out the injustices of the USA government and
used the civil rights movement to preach peace and equal
rights, in addition to utilising legal avenues available to
him to challenge those laws. Nelson Mandela did the same,
subjecting himself to the unjust laws of this country while
clearly pointing out what was wrong with them and why he
was calling for their abolishment. In both the USA and South
Africa, had these two leaders just manipulated the system
to their advantage and asked for cancellation without
meaningful dialogue and conversation, both countries
would have descended into chaos and civil unrest. The war
in Europe, the conflicts in the Middle East, the suffering of
the people in Sudan are but a few examples of how the lack
of intentional and facilitated conversation can lead to huge
suffering where no one comes out better off. This is the very
nature of ‘Cancel Culture’. We cannot cancel people without
listening, engaging and tolerating differences in opinion.
Violence and harm cannot and will never be the answer!!!!

I am not advocating that the perpetrators of a real or
perceived injustice be allowed to continue to behave
without rebuke, but rather that through natural justice, they
are given a chance to state their case, and importantly to
admit their transgression, if there is a need, and be given
the opportunity to put right what was wrong. What I am
discouraging is a mob mentality. That in our need to be
heard we must still be cognisant of the need to listen to
others. ‘Cancel Culture’ can breed a culture of intolerance
and hostility, and it has the potential to cause damage
through isolation and seclusion from everyday College life.
Let the lives of the 69 who died in Sharpeville on the 21st of
March in 1960 be a reminder that people are worth more,
and that they should count for more. That although 69 were
cancelled because they sought justice, their sacrifice has
paid dividends. They, being foreigners in the land of their
birth, fought for recognition through dialogue and peaceful
engagement. And that this is a legacy that we as a school
recognise and appreciate and are willing to subscribe to.
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Mr Moeketsi Motsepe
Deputy Head: Transformation and Diversity
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Designer in Residence 2022
Our Designer in Residence for 2022 was Frances van Hasselt.
Frances is a DSG alumni. She grew up on a family farm in
the Karoo that owns one of the oldest mohair studs in the
world. Frances is an entrepreneur and maker and designer
of the international brand Frances V.H hand-woven mohair
products.
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Frances spent two days with the St Andrew’s College and
DSG Grade 9 to 12 Design pupils, sharing her inspirational
story of success. We combined her visit with careers talks
from the Stellenbosch Design academy by Louise van Wyk.
Mrs Joha Dreyer
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Debating Tournament
St Andrew’s College Debating Society attended the Inaugural
Jeppe High School Annual Debating Tournament from 18 to
19 March.
Seven boys took part. The junior team comprised of Mida
Nkontso, Jiyana Ncapai, Galeboe Jujuju, Olona Kamba. Our
senior team was made up of Guy Glossoti, Siviwe Quma and
Elijah Sejjaaka.
They debated over five rounds, two of which were prepared
motion debates and three impromptu debates. All debates
were highly competitive, as the boys went up against Jeppe
High School, DSG, St John’s College, Greenside High, St
David’s Marist, Pretoria Boys High School, Parktown Boys’
High School and Uplands College. The St Andrew’s senior
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side won three out of five rounds, and the junior side won
one. The senior speakers placed in the top half of 42 speakers.
We congratulate Siviwe Quma and Mida Nkontso for being
the top-ranked St Andrew’s speakers.
This was an opportune occasion for St Andrew’s College
debaters, not only to participate on a large-scale event but
also to meet debaters from different parts of the country.
We are incredibly grateful to the tournament organisers at
Jeppe High School, the adjudicators, fellow debating schools
and those who made this weekend a reality.
Congratulations to all our debaters.
Ms Nomkhitha Minya
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Pi Day Celebration
Pi Day is celebrated around the world on March 14th (3/14).
Pi, the Greek letter , is the symbol used to represent the
ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter – an
important mathematical constant. Pi has been calculated to
almost 63 trillion decimal digits. As an irrational number it
continues infinitely without repetition or pattern – to fifteen

decimal places it is 3,141592653589793. To celebrate pi day
this year we invited pupils to write a poem using the digits
of pi for the length of each consecutive word. Here we share
three of our favourite submissions.
Dr Duncan Samson & Dr Sean Bosman

“Loss of identity”
Now a true ‘I’ stops
Swallowed in vision
Stray, age, dated
Banished
Resembles nothing
Forgotten, ash
In foe, identity lose
Fellow, be buried?
Sid Fishlock (Grade 8)

Hug a tree, I shout - hungering to defend trees
And every creation - promoting growing, flowering
Bud or arm reaching high.
Scream to heaven - love, hug NOW.
James Wyllie (Grade 8)

For a time,
a great ever-after,
he utters three and point.
(tumbling, stretched, rolling, untouched)
one to one evermore.
Four anyone to attest.
Five out now.
Bounding, the pi forever continues.
Aidan Reynolds (Grade 12)
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Catching up with the Library Monitors

Mrs Jamieson’s
unexpected return to
Makhanda gave her
and the senior library
monitor’s team a chance
to catch up and exchange
their news. Everyone
enjoyed a treat of
milkshakes and discussing
their various library
projects.

Schonland Lecture
The Schonland lecture is a space for staff and pupils to
potentially lecture to an interested audience on something
that a staff member or pupil is interested in or has some
expertise in. Its structure is a template of what academically
learning at tertiary education is all about. Now seemingly
more than ever, we live in a world where intellectual pursuit
and academic curiosity is being eroded and now actively
destroyed. That is why the Shonland’s return after two years
is so important.
The Schonland has for many years allowed pupils and staff
and guests of College to understand their worlds more fully.
It has prompted intellectual curiosity and further reading
and study.
Dr Bosman’s lecture on Abdulrazak Gurnah and the complex
relationship to Shakespeare was a fascinating reflection
on many of the major academic concerns facing academic
subjects today. His audience (of visitors, staff and pupils)
were captivated by someone who has devoted much of his

25 MARCH 2022

working life to
looking at the
“tangled webs”
of contemporary
writing.
Dr Kate Bryan will
be delivering the
30th Schonland
lecture on 25
May, when the
series will rapidly
move away from
its “humanitiesleaning focus”
of the last four
presentations. All are welcome to attend.
Mr Joe Orsmond
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Mistakes happen
On the Pastoral Care front, the last few weeks have focused
on mental health, the big change in sports season, and
processing the feedback boys received for the various
assessments and assignments they have completed through
the course of the half-term thus far.
Since last week, we have started to test-pilot a new initiative
called “Mental Health Mondays” which runs between 5 –
6pm on a Monday and is a conversation space where boys of
all Grades can engage around weekly themes on aspects of
mental health, wellbeing, healthy relationships, and much
more. While still in its infancy, the programme is intended
to provide a dedicated time and place where boys can give
input and extract knowledge on matters they might not
always have access to during their busy lives. At the heart
of the programme is Mental Health Literacy, developing
knowledge and sensitivity to pertinent issues that affect
adolescents daily lived experiences and fostering the
opportunity for boys to have direct input on things they are
concerned about.
In launching the programme, boys were invited during
their Tutor periods to submit their views on what the
most pressing mental health-related difficulties are in
their Grade as well as some solutions they would suggest.
Almost unsurprisingly, depression, anxiety, and “stress” were
indicated as some of the chief mental health concerns for the
boys and requests for conversations and interventions were
proposed in the feedback. We are looking into developing
a possible “Wellness Council” where Student Affairs Prefects
and representatives from younger Grades come together to
discuss core issues which they then give feedback
to their peers. These engagements will also include
curated presentations or conversations in boarding
spaces, as peer-counselling was also proposed as a
possible avenue to explore. More on this initiative
will be shared in forthcoming Newsletters.

(typically shame/humiliation) and provided some applied
solutions to remedy anxiety, fear, and manage pressure.
The boys attending the talk were guided through some
practical actions they could take to minimise FoF through
approaching the fear-inducing situation with problemfocused solutions; taking practical steps to focus on the Task
rather than the consequences, and the use of ‘Mental Skills’
to help with emotional regulation, recruiting social support,
and using positive goal-directed self-talk towards mastery
and a growth mindset.
Looking ahead to a busy weekend of fixtures against
Kingswood, there will invariably be some nerves and the
anxious belief that “We cannot lose.” In such instances, one
remedy is rather to identify positive actions that can help
sustain focus on what the ‘job’ requires; catching, passing,
retaining possession, and mutual support for teammates
no matter what happens. In the adolescent world where
perception is all too often immune to reason, we can all
play a vital role in fostering a positive motivational climate
where failure and mistakes are experienced as learning
opportunities on a long road. We look forward to supporting
the boys this week and weekend by emphasising effort and
attitude rather than a one-dimensional win/loss outcome.
After all, the only thing we have to fear is not the outcome
of the match, but rather that fear itself will take one’s eye off
the ball.
Mr Greg Wilmot
Head: Pastoral Care

This week, Tutor period discussions focused
on mistakes, while the Mental Health Monday
session picked up on Fear-of-Failure. We know
that mistakes are inevitable and a crucial part of
the learning process. However, we have developed
a severe phobic response to errors, accidents,
and mistakes as they are often misperceived as a
sign of failure and weakness, the trigger for harsh
reprimand by oneself or ammunition for shame
and humiliation by a critical audience. Often, this
critique stems from one’s own ‘inside voice’ or SelfTalk that directs attention and efforts to minimise
risk or avoid any further ‘costs’ of the errors that
have been made.
The presentation on Fear-of-Failure (FoF) unpacked
both the origin of negative thoughts and feelings
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Marine Sciences Field trip
Alexander Hutton, Emily Huxtable, Eliana Meya and Roland
Turvey investigated various oceanographic, biological,
ecological and human factors in the course of a fourday field trip over the autumnal equinox spring tides. On
the first afternoon, we investigated the measurement of
long-shore drift and identified the plant and animal biotic
components and topographic/sedimentary and aquatic
abiotic components, which could become the basis for their
independent studies in the temporary open/closed Bakanas
River estuary on the final day. The day concluded with
practising drawing biological samples under a dissecting
microscope and identifying plants and animals.
The following day, we had the benefit of being joined by Prof
William Froneman, the SARChI Chair: Marine Ecosystems and
Resources at Rhodes University, in the salt marshes of the
Kariega River, where the class learnt how to measure salinity
and sample in and outside of areas of submerged vegetation.
Prof Froneman emphasised the value of estuaries and the
importance of observing patterns in physical and biological
components. We realised how fortunate we were to draw on
his wealth of knowledge of global and local processes. We
later travelled to the head of the estuary and established that
as a freshwater-deprived river, the waters were saltier than
near the mouth.

Rolo Turvey sampling Benthic Invertebrates in the
Bakanas River
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Transects across wave-exposed rocky areas, to measure
abundance and diversity of plants and animals, were
compared with those of a mixed shore, which is more
heavily utilised by fishermen for gathering bait organisms.
The class also spent time looking at zonation patterns and
where animals with different feeding modes were found. The
return walk was used to set the parameters of each pupil’s
investigation into the Bakanas estuary.
On the final day, we looked at the physical and sedimentary
structure of beaches, gathering data for beach profiles with
a clinometer and identifying animals living within the top
layers of beach sand over a 50m transect. The rest of the day
was given to the pupil’s studies, with each trying to establish
and test an idea about the living or non-living parts of the
estuary. In the late afternoon, the pupils returned to school
to complete the field trip reports and write up the individual
investigations.
We are deeply grateful to Prof Froneman for his expert input
and loan of sampling and measuring equipment and to Mrs
Michele Barnard for opening her family house for our use and
allowing the dining table to be converted into a laboratory.
Mr Tim Barnard

Prof Froneman explaining the process of identifying
and sorting biological samples in the Kariega salt-marsh
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SPORT

College 1st hockey team supported the DSG side against Oranje after their match against Paarl Vallei.

Tony Godding Hockey Festival
The St Andrew’s 1st hockey team travelled to East London to
play in the Tony Godding Festival. Over 60 sides participated
in the festival from all over South Africa.
St Andrew’s played fixtures against two of the top teams
in South Africa, earning a credible draw against Hoërskool
Menlopark from Pretoria and then coming unstuck against
an excellent Grey College Bloemfontein side, losing 7-0.

College won their next two fixtures against Merrifield 3-2
and Paarl Vallei 5-4 to record two wins, one draw and a loss.
The Squares must be commended for their determination
and the way they played and represented College.
Mr Ian Hobson

Hockey vs Kingswood College
St Andrews is currently playing hockey against Kingswood this week. A number of matches too place on Wednesday, with
the remainder taking place at Kingswood today.
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U15 Rugby
The St Andrew’s U15A rugby team travelled to Bloemfontein to compete in the U15 Independent Schools Rugby Festival. It
was a fantastic event, and the boys were phenomenally treated by both St Andrew’s Bloem and Oranje Meisieskool.
The team were able to test different combinations on Friday in two 30 minute games against Cornwall Hill and St Andrew’s
Bloem. College came away with two wins before meeting a challenging St John’s side on Saturday. College struggled to
execute their game plan and lost a tightly contested match 5-12. On Monday, the boys were fired up for their final fixture
against Curro Nelspruit and showed brilliant running rugby for the full 50 minutes, winning 46-0. It was a great experience
and a big thank you to St Andrew’s Bloemfontein.
Mr Harley Searle and Mr Jared Kruger
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Graeme Rugby Day
The St Andrew’s College 1st XV will have left the Somerset
Field on Saturday knowing that this was a game that should
have been won. Three brilliantly worked tries, scored by
Nicholas Lane, Myles Boden and debutant Jacques Cloete
were not enough to ultimately get them over the line, going
down narrowly 24-22 against a physical Framseby side at
the Graeme College Rugby Day. The game was always in the
balance, with the score 10-10 at half-time, and 17-17 with ten
minutes to play. The St Andrew’s College side went ahead
for the first time after the try by Cloete, but another wellexecuted lineout drive by Framesby saw them take the lead
with just a few minutes remaining. Sustained pressure by
College at the death ultimately was not enough to get them
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over the line, and they will rue the fact that they did not take
the potential points that were on offer to close out the game.
St Andrew’s vs Framesby:
St Andrew’s 1sts 22 - 24 Framesby
St Andrew’s 2nds 29 - 17 Framesby
St Andrew’s 3rds 46 - 12 Framesby
St Andrew’s U16A 15 - 14 Framesby
St Andrew’s U14A 5 - 17 Framesby
St Andrew’s U14B 0 - 42 Framesby
Mr Scott Jackson
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Knowling Shield Triangular
The St Andrew’s College 1st Tennis team participated in the annual Knowling Shield Triangular series against Kingswood
College and Graeme College earlier this term. It was the first time in two years that the original format could be played.
In two very tightly contested fixtures, over two Friday afternoons, St Andrew’s managed to succeed in their pursuit to win
the title.
I would like to thank the following players for their continued dedication and enthusiasm on and off the court this past term
Nicholas Lane, Christopher Petersen, Cameron Bennett, Karabo van Heerden, Noah da Motta, Gregory Miller, David Ball, Scott
Miles, Michael Petersen, Jacques du Toit, Lourens Coetzee, Qhawe Mbetshu.
Mrs Erna Goodier
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