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One of the wisest, kindest people I ever met in Makhanda was Mrs Kay
Robinson, who served as Headmaster’s PA until 2018. Kay gave me a piece
of advice upon our arrival in Grahamstown - that we should never pack our
winter clothes away until at least the 16th of December. It was good advice,
for it takes some time for anything resembling summer to settle in here –
about March, by my estimation. This year has been different, though, for
the Eastern Cape has been blessed by regular and substantial rain, and all
around one can observe the foliage and the animals flourishing in ways
that have not been possible during the harsh drought years.
And slowly our beautiful campus is coming back to life – and while the first
few days of term resemble the slow climb of a roller-coaster creaking and
clunking to its highest point at the start of the ride - from there the speed
is seemingly instantaneous, with many a twist and turn before we finally
reach the end of the ride. And as the school incrementally fills up one can
feel the energy returning to the place – for schools are distinctly human
spaces, and it is personalities that bring the old buildings to life, one by
one.
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As we start the new term we do so with some excellent
A-Level results and, as I write this, we anticipate similar
results when the IEB release theirs. As we reflect on
the class of 2021, a full Grade 8 cohort, exploding with
potential and promise, begin writing the next chapter
in the history of this great place - each uniquely gifted.
And just as each of us is absolutely unique and each
has a special gift to offer, so is the recipe for success
along their own journey unique. Some will excel on
the sports field, some in class, at music, or at art - some
will be boisterous company in the house that keeps the
spirits high, some will be quiet support.

And while there may be no outright secret to success
(nor, indeed, one clear definition of it), it is no secret
that talent alone is not enough. The world is full of
talented failures. Entitlement is not enough (in fact,
it robs us of our appetite for success - and the world
is full of those who were left much and squandered
it away to nothing). In my experience, hard work and
commitment is by far the biggest indicator of success.
True wisdom comes from understanding that ultimately
nothing comes for nothing.

And so we commend this new term to God, and pray
for his wisdom and guidance - that He may watch over
It matters not where one’s giftedness lies and it need this place and all of its peoples – that each unique
not manifest in conventional notions of achievement being may recognise their own unique gifts, pursue
- what matters is that we seek it and pursue it with them with passion, and flourish.
passion. What matters in this place is attitude,
commitment, passion, perseverance, willingness to God bless
learn, and a willingness to contribute in whatever way
possible, with humility. Every decision is important. Alan Thompson
Everything counts.
a.thompson@sacschool.com
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Cambridge International A Level Results 2021
In 2019, St Andrew’s College and the
Diocesan School for Girls introduced
a Cambridge International A Levels
Stream, giving our pupils the choice
of a recognised and respected
international alternative to the
mainstream National Senior Certificate
(NSC) written through the IEB.
Successful completion of a Cambridge
International A Level qualification
provides pupils with access to the top
universities throughout the world,
including South Africa.
Our second cohort of 12 St Andrew’s
College and DSG pupils wrote their
final A Level examinations in October
and November of 2021, and we are
thrilled to be able to announce the
2021 Cambridge International A Level
results.
The subject pass rate of our students
who wrote the 2021 A Level
examinations was 100%, and 41% of
our subject A Level results were over
80%. All our candidates who wrote A
Level Further Mathematics achieved A*
(90 and above) or A symbols, while 56%
of our results in A Level Mathematics
and 50% of our results in A Level
Chemistry were A* or A symbols.
We warmly congratulate the following
Grade 12 pupils who achieved
exceptional results in their Cambridge
International A Level examinations:
James Stadler
4 A* symbols, with an average of 94%.
Rowan Rosenberg
3 A* symbols and 1 A symbol, with an
average of 90%.
Alexis Boulanger
1 A* symbol and 2 A symbols, with an
average of 86%
Blaine Price
2 A* symbols, with an average of 86%.
Trevor Wabbi Kasozi
1 A* symbol and 1 A symbol, with an
average of 82%.
Congratulations too to our Grade 11
A Levels pupils, who achieved 26%
A symbols across their subjects. This
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James Stadler

Rowan Rosenberg

Alexis Boulanger
bodes well for their A Levels in Grade
12 in 2022.

Blaine Price

We are exceptionally proud of the
achievements of our A Levels class
of 2021. They have overcome the
challenges of two heavily disrupted
years on the A Levels programme to
achieve some excellent results, with
our top pupils exceeding our highest
expectations. They have grasped the
opportunity to stretch themselves
academically through the A Levels
programme with great focus and
determination. They have flourished
academically and are now truly
equipped to succeed in their choice
of university anywhere in the world.
We would also like to express our
sincere gratitude to all the staff at St
Andrew’s College and DSG who have
given so much of their time and energy
to ensure the success of the A Levels

Trevor Wabbi Kasozi
programme. Well done and thank you
to all.
Mr Graham Creese
Head of A Levels and Curricular
Innovation at St Andrew’s College
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Mentorship workshop
The St Andrew’s College Grade 12 class was involved in a
Mentorship workshop from 9 to 10 January. The workshop is
an annual event where we help our Matric group understand
what mentorship means, the impact it will have on the new
boys in the school and how important it is to welcome and
integrate new boys from diverse backgrounds into the
Andrean family.
The boys were divided into four smaller groups so that the
staff could facilitate courageous conversations and connect
with boys in a more manageable setting. The sessions where
run by staff who are passionate about various aspects of
the programme. Mr Harley Searle (Senior Housemaster)
discussed what mentoring is and why it is important at
St Andrew’s, he explained to the boys the importance of
the mentorship programme assisting the Grade 8s with
someone they can look up too and it will help the Mentor
develop the people skills which will assist them in life.
Mrs Erna Goodier (Grade 8 Tutor) explained the soft skills
needed to be a good mentor and worked through various
scenarios they may be faced with. Mr Ernest Sykes (Deputy
Housemaster Armstrong – Ingleside) helped the matrics
develop a timeline where they could spend time with
their mentee and assisted the boys in producing practical
examples on how to spend quality time with their mentees.
Mr Jonny Mallet (Merriman Housemaster) used the
opportunity to reconnect the matrics with the school and
focused on the core values and objects on which the school
was founded in 1855 and making sure that by attending St
Andrew’s College you belong to a very special community.
The matric boys then had a feedback session led by Nicholas
Lane (Head of School 2022) followed by them producing a
pledge for each house. The matrics were then asked to write
a letter of application to become a mentor, if they felt it was
something they wanted to do. On Tuesday 11 January the
mentors met the new boys, introduced themselves to the
new parents and showed their mentee and family around
the campus.
At St Andrew’s College we want to make every boy feel
welcome, safe and that they belong. We believe that the
mentorship workshop is only the start for the matrics and
we will be working with them and guiding them while we
develop good people. “Better people, make better Andreans”

Mr Jonny Mallett
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Parent Portal App
The Parent Portal App is available on the App Store (iPhones) or Google Play (Androids): Ed Admin (Adana)
Parent Portal (image below)

The activation code is 970074
This portal is used across our family of 3 schools and we are busy working
with the developers to load the information and tweak the settings to suit
us best.
Please note the following:
•

Push notifications will appear on the notifications tab.

•

The calendar will be updated regularly. We suggest changing the setting
to: Year. The other options include your child’s daily timetable.

•

School reports will be loaded to view.

•

Please update your details in the My Profile section

•

Photo gallery link can be found in Documentation (photos are currently
been updated)

We appreciate your feedback and happy to assist with any questions along
the way.
14 JANUARY 2022
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SPORT

South African Schools Boat Race
Over the 10th and 11th of December St Andrew’s College
once again hosted the South African Schools Boat Race in
Port Alfred. After the cancellation of the 2020 event, this was
the first time all of the rowing schools in South Africa came
together to compete since March 2020.
The College crew had enjoyed a good run of results against
our local opposition in the run up to the event but there was
little other form to go on for any of the other competing
schools.
Having made some huge strides in their skill and
conditioning over the exam period and during the training
camp in the first week of the holidays the crew was excited
for the opportunity to finally compete against the best in the
country once again.
The heats on the first day of the event didn’t go exactly
according to plan for the College crew, having not quite
reached the high standards they had set for themselves
during the last stages of preparation. The heats result set
them up for a final competing for 7th and 8th positions
against perennial rivals Bishops.

The crew were highly motivated to make up for the previous
day’s performance and delivered a commanding row against
their rivals from the Western Cape, coming away with a
winning margin close to a minute ahead of their opposition.
Well done to the whole squad who committed to their
training through the exam period and over the first week of
their December holiday. Many more opportunities lie ahead
over the next two months.
Mr Ed Goodier

Action galore on the sports fields
St Andrew’s College staff and boys seized the opportunity to
return to playing normal sports; they hit the ground running.
There has been a hive of activities at the nets, fields, courts,
swimming pool and gym from day one of the school year.
There have been groups of boys all over the campus jostling
and navigating for positions into various teams

The 1st Waterpolo team are competing at a tournament at
Paul Roos Gymnasium Boys High while the rest of the club is
involved in coaching clinics and trials at home.

The cricketers have their teams organised and play against
Kingswood College in the declaration format matches on
Saturday. The U14A play on Upper Field at College and 2nd
XI on Lower Field. The 1st XI, 3rds and U15A travel a short
distance to Kingswood College. The 1st XI play on City Lords,
3rds on Gane Field, while the U15A play on Knight Field. The
rest of the College teams will be playing internal games on
various fields on the campus.

For the first time in nearly two years, we welcome back
spectators at sports fixtures, and we will be looking forward
to seeing many parents and old boys at our various fixtures
this term.

The Basketball Club kick off their season with the lower
senior teams playing in the Makana League this afternoon
while the rest of the club will be involved in coaching clinics
and trials. Their fixtures start next weekend.

Regards
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The rowers, boasted by huge sign-up numbers are continuing
to fine-tune themselves in preparation for the season.

For more information on fixtures, team lists and results,
please check our College sports portal:
https://sport.sacschool.com/

Mr Patrick Gumunyu
Director of Sports
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Rowing Camp
The rowing club welcomed a large and enthusiastic group of
Grade 8s as well as a number of the returning squads for the
first rowing camp of the year over the past weekend. After
some stormy weather delayed the first session of the camp,
the boys were soon onto the Kowie river and making great
progress, not least the keen and motivated grade 8 group
who were able to get to grips with the basics very quickly
and put on a great display for visiting parents barely 24 hours
after trying the sport for the first time. Well done to all those
boys, we look forward to seeing you taking the next steps in
your rowing over the coming weeks.

14

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

Boys from the Open and U16 squads also managed to
clock up some good mileage and technical improvements
in anticipation of the upcoming regattas over the coming
months.
Any Grade 8s or other New Boys who would be interested in
trying rowing should come to the rowing centre in the gym
straight after school today to learn more about the sport.
Mr Ed Goodier
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1st XI vs touring Peterhouse
In what turned out to be an exciting and entertaining game
on Knowling, the St Andrew’s College 1st XI got off to a
positive start with a sound victory under lights against the
touring Peterhouse team from Zimbabwe.
Peterhouse won the toss and elected to field. College batted
exceptionally well on a difficult track and declared on 260/3
after 58 overs, with around 70 overs still left in the game.
Zach Micklewright scored a patient 78, Matthew Beamish a
solid 79 and Brad Storrer a quick fire 57 not out.
Peterhouse made a surprising declaration after 50 overs
at 186/7, with 20 overs left in the game. College therefore
came back for their second innings and declared 131 runs
ahead, and 11 overs left in the game, needing 5 wickets for
an outright win.
With Zach Micklewright getting a wicket off the first ball of
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the innings, and Sean Conroy executing his second run out of
the game, the Peterhouse challenge stopped and they then
tried to secure the draw. Two quick wickets from Brad Storrer
meant that College needed one wicket for the outright win,
with four overs remaining. Stuart Carr, on debut, finished
off the game with a beautifully flighted delivery to end the
Peterhouse resistance and secure a 101 run victory for the
1st XI.
St Andrew’s 260/3 Declared (Matthew Beamish 79, Zach
Micklewright 78)
Peterhouse 186/7 Declared (Nicholas Lane 3/33)
St Andrew’s 45/2
Peterhouse 30/5
St Andrew’s won by 101 runs
Mr Scott Jackson

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

15

Water Polo Camp
The St Andrew’s College Water Polo camp was held from 7 to
10 January at the Hudson Swimming Pool. I was very pleased
to be able to start the year on a positive note. The Water Polo
Camp, as always, was well attended and we had an excellent
turnout of over 50 boys across the grades.
It is always exciting to see the Grade 8 boys, especially the
boys that are trying out water polo for the first time and I
hope they will continue after the camp. I was also excited to
see we had several new boys arriving at College in the senior
grades who are strong water polo players.
The camp was a great success, where we managed to get
back to basics after a long holiday. We also completed the
much-needed swim tests, although I am sure most boys
would have preferred to skip these. Mr Laurence Christie
took the boys through some excellent wrestling skills as well
as gym work. Thank you, Mr Christie, for always offering your
time and expertise to the water polo programme.
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We managed to mix the age groups up on Saturday evening
and had some excellent games. We even had some Grade 8
cricketers join us for some game time.
I believe the camp was good preparation for the year and I
am looking forward to a busy term in the pool.
A big thank you must go Nancy-Anne Richards, Bridget
Mazwai and Ronel Dixon for cutting their holiday short
to look after the boys, the maintenance and ground staff
for making sure the pool and grounds were in great shape
and to the coaches who came down and assisted, Mr Matt
Standley from Prep and Mr Jacques Hoefnagels from College
as well as Mr Tapiwa Madzima who has joined Armstrong as
a student Tutor.
Grant Mackenzie
Director of Water Polo
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