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NEWSLETTER

St Andrew’s
College

To the Andrean Community

‘Excellence is a better teacher than mediocrity. The lessons of the ordinary are everywhere. Truly
profound and original insights are to be found only in studying the exemplary’.
- Warren Bennis

24 January 2020

St Andrew’s College
Schooling was once described to me in factory terms,
as a process where raw material is taken in, various
processes applied, and, at the end of it, a product
emerges. Refine the processes, the argument goes,
and so the product responds. There is some merit
to that argument – there are some processes that
impact on the ‘output’ of a school – but process
reasoning has some major flaws, failing as it does to
acknowledge the wildly variable ingredients in the
education process – human potential and human
agency.
I have seen really ‘smart’ students fail and really
‘average’ students get straight As. I have seen highly
talented sportsmen dominate teams, and I have seen
highly talented sportsmen in the same team working
to the same processes, fail through ego and attitude.
In the same vein, I have seen really average boys
made player of the season through their never-saydie attitude. In the end, if the processes of ‘school’
are not so refined and individualized (that they can
no longer be regarded as ‘process’ at all) there will be
boys who fail to reach their full potential, boys who
fail to flourish. A good school is one that eschews
process-thinking in favour of individual care.
And, while our objective as a school is the formation
of character and exposure to a really holistic range
of positive influences and stimuli, at the end of it all,
once all the war-cries and cheering have subsided,
academic progress has to be at the absolute core of
how we judge our success. Not just in key measures
such as distinction-counts and high-achievement
comparisons (which are important, and most
certainly bear benchmarking - however a variable
cohort can sometimes distort the meaning of such
comparisons), but in other meaningful ways too,
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such as in analyzing ‘near misses’ where a boy has
narrowly missed an important symbol, and through
identifying the levers that bring about sustained
marginal improvement, individualized to the unique
circumstances of each boy.
We focus on these issues not because we seek
enhanced marketing fodder, but because we
recognize the fact that in order to truly flourish, each
child must be achieving to his maximum potential
- and that while the academic gateways of Matric
are irrelevant almost immediately one has passed
through them, they are of critical importance in terms
of creating options on the way in.
Through a long process of strategic conversations
among staff (College and DSG) we have identified
several academic interventions that we are actioning
this year. These include refining our shared academic
vision with DSG, refining the roles of the academic
heads of department, enhancing the efficacy and
rigour of prep sessions in the Houses, managing the
quantum and impact of academic time lost to other
activities, and working on the ethos of the school to
ensure that academics continue to be at the core of
our institutional discourse.
Fundamental to the success of College is our vision
of excellence – recognizing it not as an absolute
point that can be reached, but as something always
moving ahead as we draw closer, that in our ‘days of
toil and hours of ease’ we are never complacent, never
satisfied, that each boy may know his strengths, work
hard at them, achieve at least according to and often
beyond his potential, and flourish.
Alan Thompson
a.thompson@sacschool.com

Grade 8 Walk, Boknes to Bushmans

St Andrew’s College
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St Andrew’s College

Paddy Upton visits College

We were very fortunate to have Paddy Upton visit College
for a series of talks last Thursday and Friday.
Mr Upton, best known for his work with as strength and
conditioning coach for the South African Cricket Team
from 1994 until 1998 and as Performance Director for the
Proteas from 2011 until 2014, when the team had attained
the top spot in the world rankings in all three formats of
the game. Mr Upton was also part of the setup for the
Indian Cricket team under Gary Kirsten when they won
the World Cup in 2011. Between 2013-2018 Upton worked
as Head Coach in 12 professional T20 cricket seasons, for
five different teams across three tournaments, in Australia,
India and Dubai.
Mr Upton spent time with the College staff on Thursday
evening speaking about mental strategies to engage
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pupils better and shared many anecdotes related to
his time with various sports teams. He also addressed
the boys in Assembly and stressed the importance of
being a good person regardless of talent or success and
told a number of stories about lessons learnt from top
sportsmen who had managed to stay grounded in spite
of achieving incredible feats. He ended his time at College
with an afternoon workshop for the College Coaching
Staff who gleaned much from him sharing his experiences
with some of the world's top teams.
Many of the insights shared with the College staff can
be found in his book The Barefoot Coach: Life-changing
insights from working with the world's best cricketers.
Craig Cuyler

St Andrew’s College

Trinity Music Exam
15 St Andrew's College boys entered
the Trinity College of London Music
examinations in November last year,
achieving 8 Merit awards and 5
Distinctions.
Pass
Neil Karimba - Rock 'n pop Grade 2
Guitar
Haydn John - Clarinet Grade 7

Pass with Merit (Above 80%)
Thomas Barrow - Drum Kit Grade 1
Zack Swears - Drum Kit Grade 2
Ethan van der Merwe - Piano Grade 3
Michael Boynton - Voice Grade 3
Marshall Parham - Piano Grade 5
John Marshall - Voice Grade 6
Aidan Reynolds - Flute Grade 6
Elliot Apps - Voice Grade 8 – special
mention for remarkable achievement

Pass with Distinction (Above 87%)
Tseke Masemola - Piano Initial
Liam McNaughton - Piano Grade 3
Julius Rocher - Violin Grade 5
John Marshall - Piano Grade 5
Ben Terry - Cello Grade 7 – special
mention for remarkable achievement
Belinda de Villiers

Pass with Distinction
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St Andrew’s College

Open Mic
The first Open Mic event of the year
was held on Saturday 18th January.
Due to the much-anticipated rain, the
event was held inside the DR Wynne
Music school auditorium. The energy
was high, and the room filled with
excitement as friends were reunited
after the holidays. The night included
wonderful performances by Janice
Ruwodo and Jocelyn Compton,
Megan Rogan, Angela Volschenk, Dali
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Banda and Cally Still. Unfortunately,
due to the network problems, devices
used for backing tracks hindered
the usual steadfast flow of the night.
Nonetheless, the audience remained
patient and supportive and were
once again wonderful spectators. A
new addition to the open mic event
was the willingness of “The Wall”
tuck-shop to be open in conjunction
with the event. This was a welcomed
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addition and a tremendous success.
Thank you to Tyreece Burger for her
assistance in organizing the event
and to Mbali Booi and Libo Ngwenya
for being the MC’s of the night. And
special thanks to Mr Webster for
allowing “The Wall” to be open during
the event.
Jayson Flanagan
Master in Charge of Open Mic

St Andrew’s College

132 pairs of shoes for Good Shepherd
Last year’s 24 4 Smiley event was very successful, raising
enough money to buy 132 pairs of school shoes for
learners at the Good Shepherd Primary School. On Monday
afternoon, accompanied by Mr Thompson, Mr Manthata
and Ms Mzaza, the committee responsible for organising
the event visited the school to hand over the shoes.

it was a valuable experience to see the positive effect that
came as a result of our hard work.

We were received very warmly by students and staff and

Michael Velloza

Overall, it was a very good way to start the term and it will
hopefully set the tone for a successful year of giving back
to our community.

Proficiency Tie
Congratulations to Matthew Schaefer who has attained his
Proficiency Tie.
A Proficiency Tie is awarded to a pupil for all-round achievements.
This award marks a boy’s achievements in various school arenas
which include all-round proficiency in academic, cultural and
sporting spheres.
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St Andrew’s College

Parent Portal - my.sacschool
New Parents
You access the portal using the email address that is
your registered email address with the school. Start by
requesting your Parent Portal password at this link:
https://my.sacschool.com/request-password
You will then receive an email from My School Portal
‘noreply@myschoolportal.co.uk’. Please follow the
instructions in the email to activate your account.
The Parent Portal is a mobile website, not an App, and it
is accessible from your smartphone or tablet. The guide
in the link below describes how to add an icon shortcut
on your phone Home Screen, for both Android or Apple
smartphone and tablet users. (Adding the Portal web link
to your Home Screen)

Staying Informed and Up to Date
Once you have gained access to the Portal you will
navigate within the menu system. The ‘My Children’
menu contains information specific to your child,
while the ‘School Information’ menu contains more
general information.
You will find regular updates under the School
Information menu. This is where you can find the
Daily Notice, copies of the weekly newsletter, and
photo galleries.
The Calendar is updated to reflect sports fixtures,
team selections and results, as they become
available.
The ‘My Children’ menu is where you will find
information specific to your child including
timetables, subject teacher contact details, and
reports at the end of term.
From time to time you may be requested to fill in a
Form within the parent portal.
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St Andrew’s College

Updating your Contact and Address Details
The top section of the ‘Update My Details’ page
allows you change your preferred name and to
change your Portal password.
Further down the page are several tabs where you
can view and edit the contact and address details
the school has on record for you and your son. Please
check these details and send us any updates or
changes via the portal by clicking on ‘Edit Guardian
Details’, making your updates, and then clicking the
‘Request Changes’ button.

Opt-in to the Parent Directory
The Parent Directory built in to the Portal allows
you to specifically opt-in to share contact details
of your choosing with other parents. You can share
as much or as little information as you wish, and
further whether you want to share only within the
same year group as your son, or with the whole
parent body. Click on the ‘Parent Directory’ tab at
the bottom of the ‘Update My Details’ page to optin and include the data you want to share.

Viewing the Parent Directory
To see other parents’ information that may have
been shared, navigate to the ‘My Children’ menu
to open your son’s profile. The menu options
on the left below the timetable include a link to
‘Parent Directory‘, from where you can find contact
information of other parents who have opted-in to
sharing their details in the Directory.
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St Andrew’s College

Dear All
We are not complaining but typically the lovely rain that
we have been getting has proved a bit disruptive to
our sporting programme at this early stage of the year.
Saturday was a case in point where all cricket was cancelled
due to the persistent drizzle, whilst the Settler’s Cup Tennis
Quadrangular involving Union High School, Kingswood
College, Graeme College and ourselves could not be
completed, although College had by that time secured
two good wins against Kingswood College and Graeme
College. This augurs well for the season. Unfortunately the
scheduled Basketball trials also had to be cancelled. The
Water Polo was unaffected and trials went ahead, whilst
the 1st Water Polo Squad had a very successful trip down
to the Western Cape where they played in the Paul Roos
Festival. This is a unique festival with multiple games
being played in a short space of time with scores not being
recorded as teams hop in and out of the pool. All in all, the
team played 9 games winning 6, drawing 2 and losing just
1. These games were all against decent opposition from
around the country and serves as a good measure as to
where we are heading in the new season.
10
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We are due to host a number of Paul Roos Gymnasium
Cricket teams in a 40 over format on Friday. The 1sts, 2nds,
U16A, U15A and U14A sides will take on the touring Paul
Roos teams starting at 10h45. On Saturday we take on
Selborne College with the 1st XI game being played in
East London in a declaration format, with the option of a
second innings of 5 wickets. Play will start at 09h00.
This weekend the 1st, 2nd, U15A and U14A Water Polo
sides will be traveling to Port Elizabeth on Friday afternoon
to play in the Grey High School All Boys Festival involving
Grey High School, Selborne College, Paul Roos Gymnasium
and ourselves. Games will be played on Friday afternoon
and Saturday morning. The balance of the Club will play
friendly fixtures against Kingswood College at home.
The Basketball Club will be hosting a set of fixtures against
Queen’s College on our courts on Saturday, whilst the 1st
and U16A teams will travel down to Port Elizabeth to play
in the PE Comets Tournament. Queen’s College only got
Basketball off the ground last year and have made good
progress so far. The Comets events will be a useful test for
our boys early in the season.

St Andrew’s College
Whilst the only thing that could have saved the Proteas in
the last test match was rain, although a better performance
would have been the answer, it will be interesting to see
whether they can pick themselves up for the deciding test
at the Wanderers this weekend. Our Blitzbokke are back in
action in New Zealand this weekend after their good start
to the World Sevens Series. They will be minus a number
of those players who have since joined up with their Super
Rugby franchises but it will just give opportunities to
another group of exciting young players. We wish our two
National teams well.
With more rain forecast for the week we hope that we are
able to get our fixtures played. We certainly hope that
substantial rain falls in those areas that so desperately
need it. Have a great weekend.
Kind regards
Pete Andrew
Director of Sport

College swimmers

Oliva Lange, Martin Wolmarans, Joss Hempel

Matthew Grunewald has been appointed captain of
Shooting for 2020. Matthew has also been awarded
Colours for Shooting.

Three College swimmers, Martin Wolmarans, Joss Hempel
and Oliva Lange, represented Nelson Mandela Bay
Aquatics at an Inter-Provincial gala in Cape Town. Also
taking part were Cape Town Aquatics, Eden Aquatics and
Buffalo Aquatics. Martin won gold in the 50m backstoke
and freestyle and two silvers in the 100m backstroke and
50m butterfly. Martin also added two golds in the 200m
freestyle relay and medley relay.
Joss Hempel won Gold in the 50m butterfly and three silvers
in the 100m butterfly, freestyle and 50m freestyle. Joss also
won two golds in the 200m freestyle and medley relays.
Oliva Lange won two silvers in the 50m breaststroke and
100m breaststroke. Team scores saw the NMBA winning
convincingly with 872 points, Eden Aquatics 497, Cape
Town Aqustics 482 and Buffalo Aquatics with 403 points.
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Please RSVP to
Cherié Wille
c.wille@sacschool.com
084 549 7710
by latest 23.01.2020

information evening

See you in
Johannesburg
29 & 30
January 2020

Wednesday 29 January 2020
23 Hume Road Dunkeld
Thursday 30 January 2020
23 Pitt Road Bryanston

18:00
for
18:30

Prospective parents are warmly invited to attend an Information
Evening on our family of leading independent boarding schools
St Andrew’s College | The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory School situated in Makhanda
(Grahamstown), Eastern Cape. Children are encouraged to accompany
their parents. Pupils to dress in school uniform.
A family of three boarding schools highly regarded
for excellence in all spheres of education.

St Andrew’s College, Grahamstown

Scholarships for Grade 8 in 2021

St Andrew’s College is nationally acclaimed and internationally recognised as one of South Africa’s
great boys’ boarding schools. It is a school rich in tradition, yet alive with progressive thinking,
embracing world class excellence

• BOXER SCHOLARSHIP
• REVEREND WILLIAM
PHILIP SCHOLARSHIP
These scholarships cover full
tuition and boarding fees
from Grade 8 to Grade 12.
These prestigious scholarships
are awarded to outstanding
individuals who are all
rounders with strength of
character, leadership qualities,
academic, sport and cultural
achievements.

• ACADEMIC
SCHOLARSHIPS
• MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP

A number of partial
scholarships are awarded to
all-rounders who are:
•Academically strong
•Highly talented in music
•Achieving a minimum of 75%
for Mathematics and English.

Application forms
are available on our
website
www.sacschool.com
CLOSING DATE FOR
APPLICATIONS:
MONDAY
10 FEBRUARY 2020
Applicants will write the
scholarship exams on
TUESDAY
18 FEBRUARY 2020
For further information
please contact
Mrs Marion Taylor
046 603 2300
m.taylor@sacschool.com

Meet the Headmaster,
Mr Alan Thompson, at an
Information Evening for
prospective pupils and
parents in
Johannesburg
29/1/2020 and 30/1/2020
and in
Cape Town
12/2/2020
Full details are at
www.sacschool.com
or email
c.wille@sacschool.com

Upper

s
v Armstrong

Dear Upper and Armstrong Families
After the success of the Upper House Golf Day held in 2019, it has been decided to have a joint Upper vs Armstrong Golf Day at The
Belmont Golf Club on 15 March 2020, the day after the Graeme College Rugby Day.
We are inviting old boys, current boys, parents, staff and friends of College to participate on the day. We encourage you to join us for
what promises to be a fun day on the course. It is a great opportunity to meet up with old friends, as well as to keep up the healthy
rivalry between two of the College houses.
There will be 24 four balls available for a 10:15am shotgun start. Space is limited, so please book as soon as possible if you wish to
play. Where possible we will obviously pair up two Upper affiliated players against two Armstrong affiliated players. Please make sure
that you are at the course no later than 09h00. This time is subject to change depending on the number of four balls we have. If
this changes it will be communicated closer to the time.
After registration you will need to make your way to your allocated starting hole.
The cost is R1400.00 per 4-ball or R400.00 per person (Inclusive of green fees, half-way and lunch, excluding cart fees).Individual
bookings will also be accepted and we will then allocate you to a team where needed. Golf and cart bookings are to be done
through Scott Jackson at s.jackson@sacschool.com
Your booking will be confirmed once we have received your proof of payment into the bank account below:
Account Names: St Andrew’s College
Standard Bank, Grahamstown
Branch Code: 050917
Account Number: 082007977
Ref: 9890/019 + Initial and Surname
Please use reference above for ease of tracking payments and email proof of payment to Graeme Lucas-Bull at g.lucas-bull@sacschool.com
This is a fundraiser so should you be able to assist with sponsorship of a hole and/or prizes for a pair, we would be most
grateful. All prizes are welcome!
The following sponsorship opportunities are available:
Title Sponsor: R12 000 (All space around the club house will be yours to put up advertising.
Hole Sponsors: R2 000 (The tee and green for your hole will be available for advertising)
R1 000 (The tee or green for your hole will be available for advertising)
Prizes:
Prizes of any kind for top scoring pairs, as well as prizes for closest to the pin, longest drive etc. will be most welcome.
Auction Items: Any item that may be suitable for auction on the day.
Cash Donations: Any amount, tax deductible. Larger cash donations can also be paid off over six or 12 months. (St Andrew’s College
has Section 18A status as a Public Benefit Organisation. Donations are tax deductible in terms of Section
18A (1) (a) of the Income Tax Act No 58 of 1962 as amended.)
If you or your company would like to take advantage of any of these sponsorship opportunities, please contact Graeme Lucas-Bull at
g.lucas-bull@sacschool.com
We look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible!
Kind regards
Scott Jackson
Housemaster: Upper House

Graeme Lucas-Bull
Housemaster: Arsmtrong House

