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To the Andrean Community
‘When it comes to success, we tend to have an all or nothing mentality. This is no surprise, coming
from the culture that invented ‘super sizing’, but it's true if you think about it. More is better, bigger is
better, all in or not at all. Do or do not, there is no try. Across the board we tend to see success, growth,
and improvement as a toggle, a switch that decides good or bad. But this kind of thinking is not only
unrealistic, it can be detrimental. If every mac is a big one, you're going to run into some heart problems,
but if you try and go cold turkey, you'll likely find yourself back in the drive-through within a week. If
you want to break a habit, make an improvement, or enact sweeping changes, then you need to think
realistically and strategically. You need to think 10%.’
- Greg Piscane - 10% Better - The Power of Incremental Growth

17 January 2020
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Although I have been in this game for all of my
working life (and even coached school cricket when I
was a student), and so could possibly be excused for
a slightly worn cynicism at the start of a new school
year (we’ve all met a ‘same-old-same-old’ type at
some stage), at the start of each year I experience an
excitement as if it were my first. For one of the most
wonderful things about a school is that the students
who give it its life are a lively, forward looking bunch,
overflowing with energy, mischief, and humour. And
as each boy takes up his position at the start of the
year, there is so much new, so much to be done, that
it is for all practical purposes a new start.

It is refreshing and invigorating: the year lies before
us like a blank canvas, waiting for each of us to add
our unique contribution – sometimes humble and
un-noticed, sometimes dramatic, it matters not – that
each piece comes together like pixels on a screen,
to create a masterpiece much bigger than any one
of us alone could. And, with the legacy of some very
pleasing results from the class of 2019 and some great
Cambridge AS results pointing to even more success
in 2020, I have absolutely no doubt that we have
everything that we need to make 2020 a phenomenal
year in the great history of College.
The start of a new year is a good time to set goals.
It provides a neat time-scale by which they can
be measured, that we can ensure that through
harnessing the power of incremental progress we
are able to continue to extend ourselves and journey
towards unambiguous excellence. Similarly, the
reflection inherent in goal-setting opens our eyes to
the other side of incrementalism – the incremental
deterioration that comes about through apathy,
entitlement, and complacency. I know this to be
true – that same-old-same-old mentality is not a
description of a static state. It is, instead, a sign that
we’re asleep at the wheel, and, without noticing it,
have slipped into reverse.

As I write this the bright-green signs of the recent
much-needed rains in Grahamstown exude their own
botanical enthusiasm as boys and staff begin bustling
around campus in preparation for the year. There
were rugby boys running timed laps this morning
as I walked to my office, the rowers, cricketers, and
water-polo camps are on the go, and matric mentors
lead their young charges on their inaugural journey
of discovery of College like mother-ducks with their
young family of ducklings (not having invented the
simile myself, and completely uncertain of the gender
roles in the average duck family and what becomes of
the fathers, I decided it best not to make reference
to father-ducks, lest I inadvertently fall foul (fowl) of
Alan Thompson
zoological family politics).
a.thompson@sacschool.com

St Andrew’s College is a MySchool beneficiary. Change your beneficiaries HERE or sign up for a free MySchool
card HERE.

The 2019 MySchool funds went towards the
purchase of grandstand benches for Lower
Field.
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Newboys and mentors
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Cambridge AS Level Examination Results

Brady Henaghan, 4 A symbols

Matthew Schaefer, 3 A symbols

Haydn John 2 A symbols

Tom Richardson 2 A symbols

Michael Velloza, 5 A symbols

The inaugural A Levels class of 2019/2020 is a remarkable group of young men and women who have really taken
ownership of their academic progress, and we are delighted with the excellent first set of Cambridge AS Level results
that they have achieved.
St Andrew’s College and the Diocesan School for Girls introduced a Cambridge International A Levels Stream at the
beginning of 2019, giving pupils the choice of a recognised and respected international alternative to the mainstream
National Senior Certificate (NSC) written through the IEB. Successful completion of a Cambridge A Level qualification
provides pupils with access to universities throughout the world, including South Africa.
The Advanced Supplementary (AS) Level examinations make up the first half of the Advanced (A) Level courses,
and are considered to be equivalent to the South African National Senior Certificate (Matric) examinations. AS Level
examinations are written by the pupils on the A Levels Stream at the end of their Grade 11 year. Pupils then continue
these subjects in Grade 12 in preparation for the A Level examinations, which are recognised as being more in-depth
and advanced than the South African NSC examinations. The first group of 16 St Andrew’s College and DSG students
wrote their AS Level examinations in October and November of 2019, and we are thrilled to be able to announce the
2019 Cambridge AS Level results.
The subject pass rate of our students who wrote the 2019 AS Level examinations was 99%. Overall 38% of students
achieved 80% in one or more subjects, and 24% of all AS Level results were A symbols. All of our pupils who wrote AS
Level Biology, Chemistry and Music achieved A to C symbols, and the only pupil to write AS Level English Literature,
Jonathan Shema, achieved an A.

Nec Aspera Terrent

4

St Andrew’s
College
We warmly congratulate the following pupils who achieved exceptional results in their Cambridge AS Level examinations:
Michael Velloza
5 A symbols with an average of 84%, as well as an A for IGCSE French.
Brady Henaghan
4 A symbols with an average of 85%, including 90% for Physics.
Matthew Schaefer
3 A symbols, with an average of 82%, including 92% for Physics.
Haydn John
2 A symbols, as well as an A* for IGCSE Afrikaans.
Tom Richardson
2 A symbols
We are very proud of the achievements of our first A Levels cohort in 2019. They have demonstrated that they are well
equipped to excel in their final Cambridge A Level examinations in 2020 and to succeed in their choice of university
anywhere in the world thereafter. We would also like to express our sincere gratitude to all the staff at College and DSG
who have given so much of their time and energy to ensure the success of the A Levels program. Well done to all.
Graham Creese
Head of A Levels and Curricular Innovation
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Newboys Reception
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Grade 8 Orientation
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Grade 8 Orientation
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Mentorship programme

The idea of a mentor has become central to learning in the Global South Context. The implication of this programme
has strengthened over time at St Andrew’s College, since its initial inception under the guidance of Mr Alan Redfern and
Mr Simon Holderness. Mentoring is a two-way street process. It’s a partnership between the mentor and the mentee. It
involves listening, questioning, feedback – not so much advising, telling and teaching… Mrs Laura De Lange pointed
out to the Grade 12 mentors that mentoring relationships are built on trust, open communication and self- reflection. At
St Andrew’s College, we believe in the philosophy that ‘Every boy must be known and loved’. Mentees’ need to feel that
there is a safe space in which difficulties can be confined without subsequent judgement or criticism.
We started our Camp with an inspirational talk by the Cathedral Choir director – Kutlwano Kepadisa, who was himself
a scholarship recipient at St Stithians College and Rhodes University. On Sunday Morning, the prefects visited the DSG
prefect body at the Monastery for a discussion breakfast, which both groups prepared. A sincere note of thanks must go
to Mr De Villiers (The Headmaster of DSG), Mr
Craig Cuyler and Mr Sheldon Dolf for presenting
workshops and discussions during the Camp.
The Grade 12s completed the much anticipated
camp with the Headmaster, Mr Thompson
asking them to make sure their mentees have a
wonderful and memorable year at St Andrew’s.
In his address to his counter-parts, Jonathan
Shamwana drew the concept of positive
mentoring from a very personal ethnography
which was heart-warming.
I wish to express my sincere note of thank you to
the mentees of 2020 for their solid commitment
to the programme and the School. May 2020
yield positive relations between the mentors
and mentees.
Lewis Manthata
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Parent Portal - my.sacschool
New Parents
You access the portal using the email address that is
your registered email address with the school. Start by
requesting your Parent Portal password at this link:
https://my.sacschool.com/request-password
You will then receive an email from My School Portal
‘noreply@myschoolportal.co.uk’. Please follow the
instructions in the email to activate your account.
The Parent Portal is a mobile website, not an App, and it
is accessible from your smartphone or tablet. The guide
in the link below describes how to add an icon shortcut
on your phone Home Screen, for both Android or Apple
smartphone and tablet users. (Adding the Portal web link
to your Home Screen)

Staying Informed and Up to Date
Once you have gained access to the Portal you will
navigate within the menu system. The ‘My Children’
menu contains information specific to your child,
while the ‘School Information’ menu contains more
general information.
You will find regular updates under the School
Information menu. This is where you can find the
Daily Notice, copies of the weekly newsletter, and
photo galleries.
The Calendar is updated to reflect sports fixtures,
team selections and results, as they become
available.
The ‘My Children’ menu is where you will find
information specific to your child including
timetables, subject teacher contact details, and
reports at the end of term.
From time to time you may be requested to fill in a
Form within the parent portal.
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Updating your Contact and Address Details
The top section of the ‘Update My Details’ page
allows you change your preferred name and to
change your Portal password.
Further down the page are several tabs where you
can view and edit the contact and address details
the school has on record for you and your son. Please
check these details and send us any updates or
changes via the portal by clicking on ‘Edit Guardian
Details’, making your updates, and then clicking the
‘Request Changes’ button.

Opt-in to the Parent Directory
The Parent Directory built in to the Portal allows
you to specifically opt-in to share contact details
of your choosing with other parents. You can share
as much or as little information as you wish, and
further whether you want to share only within the
same year group as your son, or with the whole
parent body. Click on the ‘Parent Directory’ tab at
the bottom of the ‘Update My Details’ page to optin and include the data you want to share.

Viewing the Parent Directory
To see other parents’ information that may have
been shared, navigate to the ‘My Children’ menu
to open your son’s profile. The menu options
on the left below the timetable include a link to
‘Parent Directory‘, from where you can find contact
information of other parents who have opted-in to
sharing their details in the Directory.
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New Staff at st andrew's college

Dean Ferreira - Life Science

Derrick O'Leary - HOD History

Erna Goodier - Science

Kate Bryan - Science

Reece Buchan - Business Studies

Sheldan Dolf - Afrikaans

Suzanne de Villiers
Mathematics

Vusumzi Mvelase - Intern

The Highlander

Zimkita Linyana - Intern

Nec Aspera Terrent

Belinda de Villiers - Director of
Music
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All staff members can
received a 15% discount at
The Highlander when they
apply for a
membership card.
To receive your The
Highlander membership
card, e-mail
highlander@sacschool.com

St Andrew’s
College

The President’s Award
Gold Standard:
Ross Nagel has achieved the Gold Standard of the
President’s Award, which is affiliated with the Duke of
Edinburgh’s International Award.
He has been actively involved in the service component
and he has completed 72 hours of community service
over the past year. These hours extended over a variety of
areas, including:
•
•
•

serving on the Community engagement committee
where he coordinating and organised various
community service events;
teaching pupils from Good Sheppard to play chess
and
planning and helping with various school and house
events.

Ross’ sport component was athletics, and he is a talented
middle distance athlete.
The Grade 10 John Jones Fish River Journey qualified as
his Adventurous component of the award.

Silver Standard:
Congratulations to James Stadler for
achieving the Silver standard of the
President’s Award.

Ross completed the
residential project in
Cradock during the
April Holidays earlier
this year and he was
involved in various
outreach
activates,
such as:
•

•
•

helping at a youth
skills centre with
various craft and
woodwork skills;
visiting the elderly
at a retirement
village; and
helping to restore the food tables and benches and
prepared and served lunch at a local shelter.

Ross’ skill that he has acquired is choir. He has proved to
be a talented chorister over the past 4 years, attending
many choir camps. He participated in the College choir
tour to Russia where the choir achieved a silver award at
the World Choir Games.

Bronze Standard:
The following boys have completed the bronze standard of the President’s
Award.
Kofi Semane, Max Gifford, Matthew Gouws, Adam Tresfon, Liyema Mntonintshi,
Ntsika Mduba, Matthew Schaefer, Lethu Ntshangase (absent from photo)
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Dear All
We have all returned to a hot and muggy Grahamstown
but what a delight to see the place looking so green and
fresh after the recent rain that we have had. Whilst it has
not alleviated the long term water crisis or the crippling
drought, it is however good for the soul and we pray for
more. I know that the farmers in the area feel exactly the
same way!
I trust that you were all able to spend some quality time
as a family and that both staff and boys return refreshed
and eager for the new year. It was great to be able to
follow some “real-time sport” over the holidays and we
were spoilt with the success of the inspirational Blitzbokke
winning in Dubai and being edged out in the final of the
very successful Cape Town leg of the World Sevens Series.
On top of this we have enjoyed two highly entertaining
cricket test matches between the Proteas and England,
both of which were great adverts for the game. We
will watch the outcome of the 3rd test at St George’s
Park with interest. Just last weekend the SA Open Golf
Championship, the second oldest of its kind in the world,
played out to a dramatic finish in Johannesburg. Two of
South Africa’s top players battled it out in the final round
with Branden Grace taking advantage of a red-hot putter
to ease away from Louis Oosthuizen in the closing stages.
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Also exciting to watch was the amazing performance of
18 year-old South African, Jayden Schaper, who as an
amateur,r finished in an astounding 6th position. This has
to be an inspiration to any aspiring young sportsman.
St Andrew’s College, once again, hosted the South African
Schools Boat Race regatta on the Kowie River in December
last year, thanks to the generous support of Standard Bank.
The event was a great success and the weather allowed
for excellent racing. The quality of the top crews was such
that very little separated them in the Heads race over the
6km course. Unfortunately for College, 0.05sec over this
distance separated them from 4th position and a place in
the B Final. College had a good race against St Stithians
College in the C Final, winning that after taking the lead
early on in the race. Thanks to all the staff, parents and
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officials for staging a really good regatta. We are delighted
that Standard Bank has renewed their sponsorship with
College for the next 2 years and we look forward to
working with them on future boat races.
We had a large number of Water Polo players representing
Eastern Province at the various provincial tournaments
and all these boys would have gained lots of experience
and learned a great deal. The EP U18A side did well to finish
in 4th place and Matt Hillary was deservedly selected to
the Tournament Team, effectively the SA Schools side. A
real accolade!
We had two boys represent the Eastern Province U17
Cricket side at the national tournament and both Liyama
Dotwana and Matthew Schaefer performed extremely
well. James Mullins played in the EP U19A side at the CSA
Coca Cola Cricket Week where he performed really well.
This saw him gaining selection to the Warriors Franchise
Cubs team which played at the national week, where he
again performed very well. Well done to all those boys
who represented their province during the holidays.
Before we knew it squads were back at school before term
started to attend training camps and the Grahamstown
Schools Cricket Festival. Despite some rainy weather,
successful cricket and water polo camps were held on
campus, whilst a very successful rowing camp was held
down at Port Alfred. Thanks to all the boys and staff who
gave up a part of their holidays to be involved. Taking
place just prior to the start of term was the annual
Grahamstown Schools Cricket Festival, hosted this year by
Graeme College. Although the wet weather did have its
say, washing out one match completely, the College team
did very well and put in dominant performances against
Menlo Park HS, Hudson Park HS and Somerset College.
Three College boys played in a Cavaliers team made up
of Grahamstown schoolboys who were not in their 1st
XI’s, and did very well. The Colts cricket team played in
the Maritzburg College U15 Cricket Festival before term
started and did very well, winning all their games played
and having one washed out.
With the boarders only arriving back on Wednesday one
would think that the campus has been quiet this week but
quite the opposite! With the camps that were on the go, all
the Matric mentors being back and the arrival of the 2020
Grade 8 group, the campus has been abuzz. It is great to
see the impromptu touch rugby and football games being
played out on the fields as boys re-new their friendships,
compare their holiday experiences and look forward to all
that this year has to offer.
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This weekend the Cricket Club will play a number of
fixtures against Kingswood College in the 50 over format,
whilst the balance of the teams will play internal trial
games in the 20 over format. The 1st XI game will start at
09h30 on Lower and it promises to be a tight-fought affair
after a very close encounter at the end of last year.
The 1st Team Water Polo squad will travel to Paul Roos
Gymnasium where they will play 10 short-game fixtures
against schools from the Western Cape and beyond as an
early-season mini-tour. Hopefully this will give them the
leg-up going into this period of the season. The rest of the
Polo Club will be involved in trials and training at home.
The Basketball Club will hold its trials over the weekend,
whilst the Rowing Club will be involved in training down
at Port Alfred.
I am really looking forward to what promises to be another
exciting year of College sport. We look forward to all the
highs and lows, the many opportunities for our boys to
enjoy their sport and performing at their respective levels,
the enthusiastic support of both the parents and the Old
Boys and the opportunity to create unique memories.
I wish you all a wonderful year!
Kind regards
Pete Andrew
Director of Sport
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Last weekend Max Gifford had his first enduro race of
2020. This year he has moved up from High School
class to Adult Class (A2). Max finished second behind
an experienced young rider

See you in
Johannesburg
29 & 30
January 2020

Please RSVP to
Cherié Wille
c.wille@sacschool.com
084 549 7710
by latest 23.01.2020

information evening

Max ranked eigth out of all the adult riders (A1 and
A2) as they race the same track for the same amount
of time.

Wednesday 29 January 2020
23 Hume Road Dunkeld
Thursday 30 January 2020
23 Pitt Road Bryanston

18:00
for
18:30

Prospective parents are warmly invited to attend an Information
Evening on our family of leading independent boarding schools
St Andrew’s College | The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory School situated in Makhanda
(Grahamstown), Eastern Cape. Children are encouraged to accompany
their parents. Pupils to dress in school uniform.
A family of three boarding schools highly regarded
for excellence in all spheres of education.

St Andrew’s College, Grahamstown

Scholarships for Grade 8 in 2021

St Andrew’s College is nationally acclaimed and internationally recognised as one of South Africa’s
great boys’ boarding schools. It is a school rich in tradition, yet alive with progressive thinking,
embracing world class excellence

• BOXER SCHOLARSHIP
• REVEREND WILLIAM
PHILIP SCHOLARSHIP
These scholarships cover full
tuition and boarding fees
from Grade 8 to Grade 12.
These prestigious scholarships
are awarded to outstanding
individuals who are all
rounders with strength of
character, leadership qualities,
academic, sport and cultural
achievements.

• ACADEMIC
SCHOLARSHIPS
• MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP

A number of partial
scholarships are awarded to
all-rounders who are:
•Academically strong
•Highly talented in music
•Achieving a minimum of 75%
for Mathematics and English.

Application forms
are available on our
website
www.sacschool.com
CLOSING DATE FOR
APPLICATIONS:
MONDAY
10 FEBRUARY 2020
Applicants will write the
scholarship exams on
TUESDAY
18 FEBRUARY 2020
For further information
please contact
Mrs Marion Taylor
046 603 2300
m.taylor@sacschool.com

Meet the Headmaster,
Mr Alan Thompson, at an
Information Evening for
prospective pupils and
parents in
Johannesburg
29/1/2020 and 30/1/2020
and in
Cape Town
12/2/2020
Full details are at
www.sacschool.com
or email
c.wille@sacschool.com

Upper

s
v Armstrong

Dear Upper and Armstrong Families
After the success of the Upper House Golf Day held in 2019, it has been decided to have a joint Upper vs Armstrong Golf Day at The
Belmont Golf Club on 15 March 2020, the day after the Graeme College Rugby Day.
We are inviting old boys, current boys, parents, staff and friends of College to participate on the day. We encourage you to join us for
what promises to be a fun day on the course. It is a great opportunity to meet up with old friends, as well as to keep up the healthy
rivalry between two of the College houses.
There will be 24 four balls available for a 10:15am shotgun start. Space is limited, so please book as soon as possible if you wish to
play. Where possible we will obviously pair up two Upper affiliated players against two Armstrong affiliated players. Please make sure
that you are at the course no later than 09h00. This time is subject to change depending on the number of four balls we have. If
this changes it will be communicated closer to the time.
After registration you will need to make your way to your allocated starting hole.
The cost is R1400.00 per 4-ball or R400.00 per person (Inclusive of green fees, half-way and lunch, excluding cart fees).Individual
bookings will also be accepted and we will then allocate you to a team where needed. Golf and cart bookings are to be done
through Scott Jackson at s.jackson@sacschool.com
Your booking will be confirmed once we have received your proof of payment into the bank account below:
Account Names: St Andrew’s College
Standard Bank, Grahamstown
Branch Code: 050917
Account Number: 082007977
Ref: 9890/019 + Initial and Surname
Please use reference above for ease of tracking payments and email proof of payment to Graeme Lucas-Bull at g.lucas-bull@sacschool.com
This is a fundraiser so should you be able to assist with sponsorship of a hole and/or prizes for a pair, we would be most
grateful. All prizes are welcome!
The following sponsorship opportunities are available:
Title Sponsor: R12 000 (All space around the club house will be yours to put up advertising.
Hole Sponsors: R2 000 (The tee and green for your hole will be available for advertising)
R1 000 (The tee or green for your hole will be available for advertising)
Prizes:
Prizes of any kind for top scoring pairs, as well as prizes for closest to the pin, longest drive etc. will be most welcome.
Auction Items: Any item that may be suitable for auction on the day.
Cash Donations: Any amount, tax deductible. Larger cash donations can also be paid off over six or 12 months. (St Andrew’s College
has Section 18A status as a Public Benefit Organisation. Donations are tax deductible in terms of Section
18A (1) (a) of the Income Tax Act No 58 of 1962 as amended.)
If you or your company would like to take advantage of any of these sponsorship opportunities, please contact Graeme Lucas-Bull at
g.lucas-bull@sacschool.com
We look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible!
Kind regards
Scott Jackson
Housemaster: Upper House

Graeme Lucas-Bull
Housemaster: Arsmtrong House

