Teaching Afrikaans outdoors in the Eastern Cape.

There are many challenges when you are teaching Afrikaans in the Eastern Cape. The learners rarely hear the language spoken, particularly in Grahamstown, and very seldom get to speak it outside of the classroom. However, the Afrikaans Department at St Andrew’s College and DSG is inspired to keep the teaching of Afrikaans fun and effective.  And when you live in the beautiful surroundings of the Eastern Cape, you cannot but use it as a teaching tool. 

Shamwari and the Born Free Foundation have a program especially designed for learners of all ages.  It includes a two and a half hour guided game drive and an educational walk through the Born Free Foundation, which specializes in the rescuing of big cats.  What does this have to do with teaching Afrikaans as a first additional language?  The Grade 9s found out when they started on their new vocabulary theme:  Nature.  They were divided into groups and armed with a worksheet, complete with cross word puzzles, vocabulary exercises and short descriptive writing pieces.  They arrived bright and breezy at Shamwari. 

On the game drive there was much excitement as the Afrikaans names for the animals were looked for and there was much discussion about the spelling and origin of some of the names.  After all, a “kameelperd” has very little to do with a camel or a horse!  And a “seekoei” does not live in the “sea”! 
Back at Born Free, the guide gave the learners a very interesting talk on the history of the organization and took all of them to the separate enclosure where the rescued cats are staying.  The learners were shocked to learn about a male lion (or a “mannetjiesleeu”) that had been fed pasta in captivity and therefore never grew to its full size.  The leopards were being true “luiperde”, lazing around in the sun with only twitching tails.

Back at school, the Grade 9s all agreed that learning the vocabulary on the back of a Jeep was much more fun than trying to learn it in class.  The excitement fizzled slightly when they had to write a diary entry about their day, a short descriptive essay on an interesting plant they’d seen and completing all the plurals and diminutives of the animals on their list.  But their memories kept them going and all of a sudden the Nature theme became their favourite.

