ROUND SQUARE CONFERENCE 2008

30TH April – 04th May 2008

Maru-A-Pula school, Gaborone, Botswana

Five grade 10 boys were selected to represent St Andrew’s College at the Africa Regional conference help in Botswana.

The boys were selected from The President’s Award committee or because of their commitment to service activities. All of the boys are currently enrolled on the Silver award programme.

We left Grahamstown on Wednesday 30th April at 06h00 to catch a flight to Johannesburg. The flight had been moved forward by Kulula and so we had quite a long wait at OR Tambo airport. Mr and Mrs Vos kindly arranged for the boys to spend some time at their home and prepared a wonderful braai lunch for them. Checking in at International departures was exciting and the boys couldn’t wait to get into the shopping area. Unfortunately soon after we checked through the power went down! The resultant delays in departures meant that we only left Jo’burg at 18h00 and arrived in Gaborone in the dark.

The opening ceremony was at 20h00 and included an interesting talk from a local resident on Botswana. The most amazing part of his talk was that he used an old Slide Projector – some kids had never seen one!! The host school has an excellent Marimba band and all the delegates were welcomed by the Headmaster Mr. Andy Taylor.

The programme for the next three days included visits to local service sites: the Botswana SPCA, two orphanages, a community shelter for homeless children and community garden that supplies food for aids orphans. The delegates were divided into groups called barazzas and these groups met to discuss issues, create artworks and posters and to interact with each other. The learners were from schools in Botswana, Kenya, Namibia and several centers in South Africa and so it was a great experience for our boys. Each barazza took a turn to clean up the kitchens after a meal, including washing the dishes and the programme also included opportunities for physical recreation, problem solving activities and learning new skills like mediation, drumming and dance.
I am pleased to report that the St Andrew’s boys were noticeable by their manners, their ability to engage in topics under discussion and their commitment to the tasks at hand.

I received a lot of compliments from both staff and other learners.
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Representatives from St Andrew’s College:
Keith Scott, Osa Mazwai, Craig Howard

Mrs. Barbara Scott, Michael Vos, CJ Chandler

