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8 April 2009 





  Headmaster’s Letter End of Term  
Dear Andrean Community 

The Easter Term ends today with the matrics writing two hours of Mathematics, and a large number of boys having already departed for activities in Oudtshoorn, Ireland and Paarl.     I continue to be amazed at the extent and breadth of involvement shown by both the staff and the boys.   I think everybody is pretty tired and looking forward to a much needed break over the Easter holidays.    

Staffing
At the end of this term we bid farewell to Dr Tim Nuttall who is going off to start a new international school in Tsavo, Kenya.    Dr Nuttall, a St Andrew’s Rhodes Scholar, has served this school as the Senior Deputy since 2002.  He has often acted as Headmaster, especially in the interregnum when Antony Clark left, and during David Wylde’s two year tenure as the President of the International Confederation of Principals (ICP).    He played a key role in the 2005 Jubilee year and in the launch of Marguerite Poland’s book, The Boy in You.     Dr Nuttall has played a major role as well in bringing about closer relations with the DSG, and his incisive mind, dry wit and expert administration will be sorely missed.  On a personal note, I have much enjoyed his support and his generosity of spirit.    We wish Tim and Margie everything of the best as they start this exciting adventure in Kenya.   
Academics 

On the academic front the highlight of the term has been the opening of the Maths Centre under the leadership of Dr Mellony Graven.  The success of the Centre has surpassed our expectations with many boys and girls coming, either to extend and enrich themselves, or to seek assistance from the teachers who are on duty there in the afternoon and early evening.     More than 180 boys entered the first round of the Maths Olympiad and more than 60 have got through to the second round.  
One of our pupils, Andrew de Blocq, had the distinction of being chosen as only one of two South Africans to take part in a global Sustainability Conference in Edinburgh in February.    

Sport

Cricket

It has been a very busy term with lots of highlights.  The 1st XI cricket team are to be commended on a marvellous season in which they only lost one match and that was in the final over of a 20/20 game against Kearsney.   At all times they endeavoured to play exciting cricket, and they were a credit to the school.    Well done to the Captain, Ryan Dugmore, and to Mr Scott Jackson, the coach, and Mr Carl Bradfield, the Director of Cricket.   
Swimming

As you will know from an earlier newsletter, Upper astonished all by winning the gala for the first time in some years and I came across a United Schools Trust Bulletin of August 1967 in which the following comment appeared, and I thought I would share it with you, especially in the light of Upper’s famous victory: 


The farmers of the Eastern Cape should build their reservoirs cuboid in shape


to give their sons more swimming practice.  It is remarkable how often the best 
swimmers come from the Transvaal, or the countries north of the Limpopo.     

Water polo

Water polo also had an outstanding season and has become a hugely popular game at College.   Much of the success must go to the enthusiasm of Mr Graham Creese and a group of very talented boys.   The water polo team finished off the season as one of the top five schools in the country.    They will be going on a developmental tour to Hungary in August.    

Rowing
The Rowing 1st VIII finished the season very strongly with a wonderful performance at SA Schools’ Championships in Gauteng where they were pipped at the finish by an undefeated SACS VIII.  
Winter Sports

The winter season has started and there is a different mood and atmosphere in the school as the boys commit themselves to their rugby and hockey.  The rugby season has started well and there was a terrific match in our annual derby against Bishops last Saturday.  The game could have gone either way, and for College it was a case of missed opportunities with the 1st XV going down 17-11 in a hard and uncompromising battle.   The squad goes to St Stithian’s for the annual Easter Festival there, and will play St David’s, St Stithian’s and Boland Landbou.       We wish Mr Stefan Lourens and his squad the best of luck.  We hope that there will be lots of support from the Johannesburg Andreans and the Old Andrean community.  I look forward to seeing you there.   The U16 squad will travel to Paarl and the U15s will be taking part in a tournament at Woodridge.    
The 1st XI Hockey squad travels to the Independent Schools Festival at York High School in George where they will play two matches a day over the Easter weekend.   Their opponents include St Alban’s, St David’s and Michaelhouse. 

Cultural Activities

On the cultural front the end of term concert showed the wide variety of talent in the Music Department at St Andrew’s.   The Pipe Band opened up the evening, the Chamber Choir and the Chapel Choir sang, the Orchestra delighted and the Wind Ensemble played a couple of numbers under the baton of Mr Rick van Heerden.  A packed audience filled the Drill Hall and the evening was much enjoyed by all. 
The Debating team, under the leadership of Ms Clare McIntyre and Mr David Molony are world class, and they have travelled to Ireland to take part in the World Championships.    We wish them every success. 

Reports and Discipline

Your son will be bringing home a comprehensive report detailing his efforts in the classroom and extramurally.  Please ensure that he gives this report to you.  Each boy has signed for this report and please don’t be fobbed off with excuses that he was not given it, or that he has left it at school, or that there was a printing error.   
Please also ensure that your son returns to school in full school uniform, and if he is travelling by plane or public transport, that he wears his uniform with pride, that his hair is cut and that he is clean shaven.   We will take firm action against boys who return to school in an unkempt fashion.   

Conclusion 

It has been wonderful for me to return to St Andrew’s and I have thoroughly enjoyed the first term.  This school is a very special place and I look forward to getting to know you and your sons, and to serving the Andrean community over the next few years.  I have appreciated your many messages of support and emails in response to my communications with you over this term.   

Have a blessed Easter and a very happy holiday with your sons. 

[image: image2.jpg]



Kind regards
P A EDEY 

HEADMASTER 

