HESA RECOGNITION OF DESIGN at FET LEVEL
Dear design colleague, entrepreneur and business leader
The situation within secondary schools in SA that offer FET Design as a matric subject is not healthy. While the subject enjoys full recognition from the DoE and has been sanctioned by parliament as a new matric subject, HESA, representing all tertiary study has still to recognize and include the subject in its so called ‘designated list’ of subjects. This has resulted in a variety of confused messages being sent to heads of schools, educators, parents and students about the status of the subject in so far as further university study is concerned. Although it is clear from the official documentation on university entrance requirements that a student who has the minimum number of required subjects, i.e. First language, Maths or Maths Literacy, a second language and Life Orientation as well as at least two other subjects selected from the official list of subjects, Design being one of them, that such a student may apply to study at a tertiary institution, the perception created by the exclusion of Design from the designated list is that it is a lesser subject choice and therefore not worthy of selection. This perception has already lead to great numbers of potential students being lost. 
In a country whose government has repeatedly gone on record as saying that the creative industries should be playing a vital role in the future development of the economy, the exclusion of the very subject that will best create the resource base for such people, is tantamount to a disaster.
It has been evident for some time that countries that believe in themselves and the potential of their respective peoples, such as the Asian countries, make use of design and designing skills as the primary vehicle for change within their economic strategies and in many cases even import these crucial skills precisely because they have never had the foresight to develop them themselves from the lower education levels to the tertiary levels. We have a unique opportunity in South Africa to position ourselves to begin doing precisely this: train and develop the minds of our youth towards genuine problem-solving mindsets that are suited to the future needs of the country and the globe. Edward de Bono has written extensively about the critical need to develop design thinking strategies through what he calls ‘design approaches’. His understanding of where the economies of the world are taking us, of what the central issues are for the future and of what we ought to be doing proactively to deal with them, is what HESA must recognize as a matter of urgency. The government’s National Innovation Strategy and the Advanced Manufacturing Technology Strategy (www.amts.co.za) are two indicators of the urgent need to move forward. Our national education strategy, in which HESA plays a central and vital role, cannot afford to not take cognizance of these developments. 

On a global scale, the role of design has been increasingly recognized and acknowledged as a vital contributor to thriving economies, both in the formal and informal sectors. Hence the reason why so many countries have already developed and implemented design policies and invested in art & design education, even at grassroots levels.
Design education will not only develop designers for the future but will also develop discerning consumers and top quality entrepreneurs and creators of products, services, systems, processes and environments. Most South Africans still believe that design is just a glamorous and elitist activity, an activity some people use to make things pretty, something featured on the front pages of glamorous magazines and exclusive to a small group in society. They believe that design can add no value and have no place in a developing country like SA. But they forget that design has a broad and comprehensive impact on our daily lives and improves our life standards on a daily basis. 

Higher order cognitive skills such as those employed in creative and innovative thinking and problem-solving, are invaluable life skills which learners can apply in other subjects and in their personal lives and place of work – no matter which career choice they make.

A creative thinker is an innovative thinker and a problem solver. South Africa desperately needs innovative problem-solving thinkers in many different areas of life so that we can become a strong global competitor. 
The current position of design education in SA 
1. FET Design at secondary level has failed to receive recognition by HESA as a university entry level subject.
2. Due probably to a lack of understanding and appreciation of the exact nature and content of Design as a scarce core skills subject, FET Design is currently not an ‘approved’ subject for university entrance in SA. This, in effect, has resulted in heads of schools, teachers, parents and learners not seeing the value of studying Design as a matric subject – this has lead to serious problems for the subject and may result in Design as an FET subject becoming distinct in SA. 

3. DoE has developed, and is in the process of developing, new vocational programmes for FET colleges. The programmes are intended to address scarce skills shortages. DoE does not recognise Art and Design as scarce skills subjects and therefore does not intend developing them in the near future. This will result in youth from lower income brackets not having an option to develop vital skills. The new programmes are heavily funded in the form of bursaries for students and subsidies to colleges. The immediate choices that FET Colleges have is to either close down Art &Design at colleges or find alternative delivery in the form of occupational programmes. Closing down Art departments should even be considered - we are working for the alternative. (as stated by Danita Welgemoed - DCES responsible for FET Colleges)  

4. Government stakeholders such as DTI, Dept. Arts and Culture together with Universities of Technology, SA business and industry (AgiSA) are giving serious attention to the need for the establishment and development of a ‘creative economy’.
5. There are ‘understanding gaps’ between the public and private sectors as to what a creative economy is and how it can best be nurtured. AgiSA has identified designing capability as a ‘scarce skill’ thereby challenging old-style thinking about skills per se.

6. Design and design education is recognised world-wide as one of the best vehicles for the enhancement of the creative and innovative industries within a given country. The recognition of Design within the framework of university study is vital to our future.
7. In the context of the Human Capital Development Strategy, key role-players in relevant government departments together with the national Department of Education, Universities of Technology and PGCE Education faculties and big business and industry, need to work with AgiSA, across the various sectors, to ensure that Design education is valued and promoted at school and tertiary levels, as well as in the workplace, as part of its scarce skills development strategy for the 21st century.

8. The process of designing utilizes the application of higher order skills including cognitive, conceptual, affective, iterative, motor skills and others of reasoning, ideation, communication and technological skills which must be nurtured through the development of a strong design culture and an enhancement of design awareness in SA.

9. The National Curriculum Statement includes the new subject, Design, which is primarily aimed at addressing some of the serious needs within the creative, innovative and manufacturing economies. It needs to be actively promoted not excluded and sidelined. 
10. Our future depends largely on our ability to design and manufacture innovative goods/products that are marketable on a world-wide scale, while not compromising our integrity and our cultural values.

11. It would appear as contradictory that although HESA’s stated policy is the promotion of skills development with key players such as the FET education band and tertiary institutions, they reject the very one, and we believe the only one, that fully addresses the development of inventive, innovative, creative problem-solving capabilities and higher order skills so badly needed in our country.
12. The establishment of a manufacturing economy relies first and foremost on the development and utilization of one essential skill: designing capability.
13. HESA should be working towards actively promoting a new, unique approach to learning in our universities, where design thinking, innovation and creative application are recognised as being crucial to the future development of nations.
14. Support for the value and importance of design in our economy is widespread and includes many large corporations such as Woolworths, Sappi, DEFSA, Design Indaba,  the Western Cape Education Department, the Department of Arts and Culture, THINK, ONE VOICE, Design Institute, FABLAB, DESIGNation and many others and is testament to the real value of supporting Design education at high school level.
15. PGCE courses for the training of design teachers must become available at universities country wide as soon as possible.

We call on HESA to fully recognize Design on equal terms with the other FET subjects, as it is currently recognized by the DoE, and to include Design on its list of recognized university entry subjects as a matter of urgency.
If you support our quest, please undersign this document. 

Proud sponsors and supporters of SA design
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