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Choose any TWO of the South African or African traditional methods and techniques to research. 

You will need to explore the following (and other) topics:

· Historical information about these methods/techniques (look at the development of your chosen methods /techniques, past and present, as well as any influences)

· Descriptions of and explanations of the methods and techniques -examples must be given and discussed. 
· Discussion of their possibilities in our contemporary lives – how could they be used in our lives today (Comment on the economic and ethical issues involved.)

This research needs to be presented as a formal, well- structured research essay – with a cover sheet, 4-5 typed pages containing the body of your essay, relevant and titled visuals, page numbers ,font needs to be times new roman size 11 and a  bibliography.
Pay close attention to the rubric for this task – your marks are in your hands!
NAME:___________________________________  DATE:___________________________________
	0%-29%
	30%-39%
	40%-49%
	50%-59%
	60%-69%
	70%-79%
	80%-100%

	little or no evidence of research and few

theoretical items, and minimal evidence of

design literacy or any understanding of

design in historical,

contemporary, social and environmental 

contexts. One or no referenced sources

	a limited number of research and theoretical

items, demonstrating limited design literacy

or understanding of design in historical,

contemporary, social and environmental 

contexts, based on information

from  one or two referenced sources.

	a research and theoretical component

demonstrating fair design literacy and

knowledge of design in historical,

contemporary, social and environmental 

contexts, based on information

from  referenced sources.

	a coherent research and theoretical

component demonstrating design literacy

and an understanding of design in historical,

contemporary, social and environmental 

contexts, based on information

from  well-referenced sources.

	an organised research and

theoretical component demonstrating sound

design literacy and a thorough

understanding of design in historical,

contemporary, social and environmental 

contexts, based on information

from different, well-referenced sources.

	a coherent and systematic research and

theoretical component demonstrating sound

design literacy and a thorough

understanding of design in historical,

contemporary, social and environmental 
contexts, based on information

from different, well-referenced sources.

	a comprehensive and systematic research

and theoretical component based on the

interpretation of information from a variety

of sources, demonstrating outstanding

design literacy and the ability to make value

judgements informed by a clear

understanding of the role and purpose of

design in historical, contemporary, social and

environmental contexts based on information

from different, well-referenced sources.


	Comment:




TEACHER INFO TO ASSIST THE STUDENTS IN FOCUSSING THEIR RESEARCH ESSAYS:

EXAMPLE1: Beadwork

Information may be found in the Woolworth’s Resource or Craft Art in South Africa.

Any techniques / materials can be used. E.g. charcoal; paint; pen & ink; textile materials; jewellery materials; ceramic materials; building materials; metals;

The following lists are simply indications of what could be discussed. Learners must develop these key points in a well-structured essay. 
(Historical information about beadwork (in brief)

• Early trading in glass beads; Arabs on the East Coast of Africa;

• Glass beads found at Mapungubwe (ca. AD 850 to 1300) & Thulamela (ca. AD 1400 to 1640);

• Symbols of prestige; certain colours for royalty only;

• Portuguese traders in the 16th Century – in Delgoa Bay (Maputo).

• English traders in the 17th Century – in Port Natal (Durban).

• Give credit for other authentic information. (more in Woolworth's Resource)
• Recall of dates & timeline.

(Descriptions and explanations of beaded pieces.

• Beaded pieces were pure ornamentation or had encoded messages. Encoded messages cannot be generalized with respect to the meanings of the colours. These were specific to the peoples concerned.

E.g. love letters.

• Can indicate status (e.g. married status or sex) e.g. a pregnant woman will wear an apron from an animal sacrificed to her husband’s ancestors. It will be richly beaded & studded for good-luck.

• Early beaded pieces from (e.g. Bergville) will be have geometric patterns in white and pale blue, but later pieces (70’s onwards) will be in brighter colours and have images of houses, cars etc. 

• Give credit for any other social facts & descriptions.

• Recall of social context.

• Actual examples MUST be given to support discussion. 

(Discussion of their possibilities in our contemporary lives.

• Contemporary designers could use the traditional techniques (such as brick stitch; circular peyote; etc.) to create fashion items (necklaces; earrings) for a different context – now purely ornamental – has lost the old social context.

• Comment on the ethical issue – what has this done to the traditional meaning?

• Comment on the economic potential – the use of a traditional technique to create a new market.

Application of knowledge – creation of a new possibility.

EXAMPLE 2: Architecture

Some key points that learners could elaborate upon.

(Historical information about African building methods
• Examples: Dry stone technique in Great Zimbabwe & Thulamela (ca. AD 1400 to 1640);

• Mapungubwe (ca. AD 850 to 1300) is now a heritage site.

• Many artefacts have been found there – e.g. the Zimbabwean birds at Great Zimbabwe and the golden rhino at   

   Mapungubwe.

• Originally built along trading routes – had access to water.• Now ruined because the water is no longer there – possible reason for the decline of the civilization.

• Other possible causes could have been local wars and a decline in trade. Any other historical facts

(Descriptions and explanations of buildings

• Dry stone technique in Great Zimbabwe – no cement – interlocking shaped rock – high level of stone-masonry skill required.

• Roofs were probably traditional wooden stick construction – shaped in pleasing patterns, overlaid with thatch (also in pleasing patterns). This wood and thatch has long since rotted.

• Huge size – probably housed royalty not the people.

• Granaries have been identified.

• Other traditional building methods are the ‘wattle & daub’ method. Gives a red-ochre mud colour.

• Any other acceptable descriptions/facts.

(Discussion of their possibilities in our contemporary lives.
• Now used to attract tourists.

• Dry stone construction is very long lasting and maintenance free. Also very cool in the African heat.

• ‘Wattle & daub’ is also cool but not long lasting in the rains. This has been replaced by cement & brick made to look like ochre coloured mud. Comment on the imitative quality of this.

Application of knowledge – creation of a new possibility.
Assessment Standards: [LO 3]


• Investigate, reflect on and interpret information from a variety of sources, and understand the  


  influences shaping the development of design, including African and South African design, past and   


  present.


• Analyse and interpret examples and relate them to their cultural, historical and contemporary  


  contexts.





Clay pot with grass


imbenge








Entrance for the Mapungubwe National Park


(Architects: Crafford & Crafford)








Carrol Boyes' bowl





Rootz Magazine Cover 2003


(Model: Tu Nokwe)
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